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WELCOME
As a youth I dreamt of owning a time machine. Not for the purpose of travelling to the 
past to watch cavemen gnawing on barbecued dodo; but rather to visit the future. To 
hurtle forward in time, many thousands of years, to take a peak at how we got on.

What would I see? A world run by giant rabbits in tuxedos in which humans only 
occasionally appear in grainy episodes of It’s No Coincidence: Did a Race of 2-Legged 
Super-Monkeys Once Rule the Earth? Or a world in which humankind somehow resisted 
the temptation to destroy itself and finally got its act together? A clean, sustainable, 
beautiful world full of happy, serene humans all wafting around on their solar-powered 
auras reciting 31st-century French poetry and discussing plans for so-and-so’s upcoming 
765th birthday party. 

Assuming the latter, I would then of course kick back and watch the story unfold, decade 
by decade. Hopefully I would learn that by the end of the 21st century, we finally got a 
handle on global warming, solved world hunger, conquered all known diseases, and gave 
birth to the first would-be 300-year old human being. Or, just in case none of the above 
apply, at least started colonising a few nearby backup planets. 

This is a vision I share with one of the century’s few renaissance men, Elon Musk, the 
visionary founder of all-electric Tesla Motors and the owner of SpaceX, an actual private 
space programme hell-bent on colonising Mars, you know, just in case (page 92). 

The futurist theme continues with a look at the fascinating Human+ exhibition in 
Barcelona which envisages the inevitable coming together of humans and machines (page 
44); an upbeat take on our future prospects Looking on the Bright Side which reports on 
two World Economic Forum Young Global Leaders (Ravesh Raj and Bries Buytaert), who 
insist that the opportunities of the Fourth Industrial Revolution far outweigh the possible 
downsides (page 102).

Closer to now, other highlights this issue include reports from Rio2016, Singapore, 
Japan and Dubai, all with our usual keen eye for detail, backed up by a disproportionately 
enthusiastic fondness for food. 

On the people front we look at the courageous life of model and philanthropist 
Iman Bowie, the fashion subtlety of Olivia von Halle, the delicious art of our featured 
photographer Carl Warner, and the highly collectible work of our featured artist Dick 
Frizzell.

And, as they say, so much more besides.

I hope you enjoy the issue and if I may be as impertinent as to leave you with this final 
encouraging thought: If we do ever get to own time machines, and our friends want to 
borrow them – which of course they will – at least we know we’ll get them straight back.

The LUXE editorial and design team.
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Gifts &Gadgets

Arachnophobia by  
L’Epee 1839 and MB&F

www.mbandf.com
This spooky timepiece, perfect for 

spider fans, can stand on a desk or be 
mounted on the wall. Crafted out of 

18-carat yellow gold, it is the creation 
of acclaimed watchmakers MB&F and 

L’Epée 1839. The abdomen, which sits 
atop eight legs, houses a clock showing 

the hours and minutes. Just keep it away 
from any arachnophobes. US$18,200

The 24th-Century Time Machine
www.hammacher.com 

Looking just like Star Trek’s Deep Space 
Nine, the 24th-Century Time Machine 
unites “visions of interstellar travel and 

the universality of time into an exquisite 
expression of horological artistry”, 

expertly crafted by elite watchmakers 
L’Epee from stainless steel and 

palladium-treated brass.
$35,500

Image Stabilising 4K Video Drone
www.hammacher.com

Budding film makers can capture stunning 
HD aerial video footage with this ready-to-

fly drone that uses the latest technology. 
The drone’s 12mp camera captures 4K 

video and still images at 4000 x 3000 pixel 
resolution, and sends a live feed straight to 

your tablet or smartphone. The pilot has full 
control from up to 11/4 miles away over the 
camera, which features an intelligent three-

axis stabiliser and GPS flight controller to 
keep shots steady.

$2,900

Jonathan Adler: Red Lucite  
Car Sculpture
www.neimanmarcus.com
Inspired by the heritage of the 
original American car design, this 
bold piece is sculpted from vivid red 
lucite and polished to perfection.
$1,995.00

photo by neimanmarcus.com
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Steinway & Sons Spirio
www.steinwayspirio.com
Invite a concert pianist into your home to play for you 
on the greatest piano known to musicians, with the 
Steinway & Sons Spirio. Steinway has propelled itself 
into the 21st century by creating the world’s finest 
player-piano system, which connects the listener to the 
artist by accurately replicating the live performances of 
some of the most celebrated artists alive today. It has 
the ability to transmit the smallest details from the the 
delicate touch of pedalling, subtle phrasing and soft trills, 
to thundering fortissimi. According to Michael Sweeney, 
CEO of Steinway & Sons, “After years of exploration, 
Steinway & Sons has designed the Steinway Spirio, a 
high-resolution player-piano that is rich with emotion 
and depth. Even the Steinway Artists who have recorded 
on the instrument agree that the Steinway Spirio 
captures the true essence, nuance, and soulfulness of a 
live performance, allowing us to bring artists and their 
audiences closer than ever before.” 
Price on request

GIFTS & GADGETS

Jaquet Droz “Year of the Monkey” 
watch
www.jaquet-droz.com
To honour the Chinese New Year, Jaquet 
Droz has created two special-edition 
New Year of the Monkey Petite Heure 
Minute watches to celebrate the Swiss 
watchmaker’s longstanding ties with 
China, which date back to the 18th 
century. The monkey is ubiquitous in 
Chinese culture and astrology, symbolising 
intelligence and long life. The hand-painted 
Petite Heure Minute Monkey depicts 
the animal leaping onto a branch to pick 
a peach, while the Petite Heure Minute 
Relief Monkey features a handmade 
monkey figurine crafted out of solid gold 
perched on the branch of a peach tree.
From $30,200

Viktor & Rolf NM Exclusive 
Swarovski® Flowerbomb

www.neimanmarcus.com
Only nine of these magical 

Swarovski® Crystal encrusted bottles 
exist worldwide. Each crystal has been 

painstakingly placed by hand into an 
intricate pattern, while the luxurious 

scent inside is a full-bodied floral 
explosion on the senses.

$2,500.00

Fendi Men’s Monster Eyes Peekaboo Bag
www.neimanmarcus.com
Handcrafted from sumptuous leather and silver 
in Italy, the Monster Eyes Peekaboo Bag reflects 
Fendi’s creative spirit and craftsmanship, with 
impish cartoon eyes, interior zip pockets and a 
removable shoulder strap. 
$6,650.00

photo by neimanmarcus.com

photo by neim
anm

arcus.com



Page 016 luxeglobaledition.com luxeglobaledition.com Page 017

GIFTS & GADGETS

David Morris
www.davidmorris.com
Beautiful butterflies and florals 
mark the dawning of a new 
spring. Delicate pink, yellow 
and white diamond butterfly 
necklace set in 18-carat 
white, yellow and rose gold, 
and a pair of pink, yellow 
and white diamond Le Jardin 
flower cluster earrings also set 
in 18-carat white, yellow and 
rose gold.
Price on request

Sutra Jewels
www.sutrajewels.com

Express your style with Sutra’s 
Starburst Opal and Diamond Cuff, 

set in 18-carat gold and decorated 
with a surface of brilliant diamonds, 

Capri coral and Ethiopian opal.
$35,000

Bvlgari Diva Watch
www.bulgari.com
Turn heads in a flash with the Bvlgari Diva watch. 
Inspired by modern-day female icons, Bvlgari has 
conceived a magnificent collection of watches 
that pays tribute to women in their “uniqueness, 
strength, glamour and charisma”. One of two 
high jewellery versions, this emerald and brilliant 
diamond piece won the Jewellery Watch price 
at the Grand Prix d’Horlogerie in Geneva last 
year. Its 18-carat white gold case is adorned 
with baguette-cut diamonds and emeralds, 
and the 18-carat white gold bracelet is set 
with baguette-cut emeralds and brilliant-cut 
diamonds. 
Price on request 

Chanel Joaillerie “Sous le Signe du Lion” 
www.chanel.com
Chanel’s new high jewellery collection, Sous le 
Signe du Lion, captures the power of the king 
of the jungle in a collection of 58 exceptional 
pieces. Dedicated to Gabrielle Chanel, who 
was born under the sign of Leo, the lion was 
an enduring symbol throughout her life. These 
spectacular pieces pay homage, crafted out of 
showstopping materials such as white gold, 
diamonds, sapphires, citrines, beryls, topaz, 
cultured pearls and garnets.
Price on request

Sutra
www.sutrajewels.com

Sculpted from 19-carat 
yellow gold and carefully 

finished with a beautifully 
faceted diamond and rose 

cut shield.
$10,000
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GIFTS & GADGETS

Vertu Signature Touch
www.vertu.com
The Signature Touch mobile phone is the latest 
high-performance smartphone from Vertu, which 
not only offers the exclusivity of a phone that has 
been carefully handmade by master craftsmen out 
of the finest materials and exotic skins, but also 
offers a wealth of opulent lifestyle management 
services. Choose the Concierge service and your 
every whim from global experiences to priority 
bookings will be attended to 24/7, choose the 
Vertu Life and you will receive personalised 
recommendations and privileged access to  
exclusive experiences and events.
Starting from $8,400

The Optimal Resonance  
Audiophile’s Speakers
www.hammacher.com

Made in England by Bower & Wilkins, 
widely regarded as the world’s leading 

innovator of speaker technology, 
these four-way speakers deliver the 

clearest three-dimensional soundstage 
performance available on the market 

today. They eliminate cabinet 
colouration – the unwanted sound that 

radiates from the back of the speaker 
driver. Mathematically precise, tapering 

wave-guiding tubes house each unit’s 
1” and 2” tweeters and 4” mid-range 

driver. Rear-travelling sound waves are 
channelled, absorbed and dampened, 

resulting in pure sound coming from the 
front and none from the back, for sound 
that is crisper, clearer, and more vibrant.

$60,000

Divergent 3D printed supercar
www.divergent3d.com

Known as The Blade, it has an acceleration speed of 
0-60mph in just 2.5 seconds. Not bad for a car that 
was essentially generated by hitting <Ctrl + P>. The 
Blade’s lightweight chassis is based on a network of 

3D printed aluminium alloy nodes connected by carbon 
fibre and uses a 700 HP, 4-cylinder turbocharged 
internal combustion engine fuelled by compressed 
natural gas or gasoline. Divergent says it wants to 

“radically reduce the materials, energy use, pollution 
and cost of car manufacturing, and to put new tools 
of production and innovation into the hands of small 
teams around the world”. Divergent plans initially to 

roll out a small number of cars.
Price on request
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SPRING & 
SUMMER
FASHION
TRENDS

After months of gloomy weather, it is never too soon to start 

thinking about injecting the colour back into your wardrobe. 

Our round up of the freshest spring and summer ideas from 

across the globe are tailored for those long summer days and 

even longer nights. 
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SPRING/SUMMER

Dolce & Gabbana  
orange-embellished 
necklace $1,612

Alexander McQueen  
skull-embellished box clutch 
$3,553

Erdem Sidney  
printed trousers
$ 930

Dolce & Gabbana  
lemon-print crepe dress

$1,612

photo by matchesfashion.com
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SPRING/SUMMER

Erdem Frankie  
appliqué top
$2,210

Mark Cross Grace  
leather and rattan box bag
$1,873

Victoria Beckham 
mini printed shoulder bag
$1,095

Missoni 
square stripe knit 
shift dress
$1,089

Stella McCartney 
printed silk-blend scarf

$420
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FOR A JEWELER NEAR YOUPRIVELBC.com GUMUCHIAN.COM 800.223.0774 

HANDMADE IN NEW YORK  WITH THE WORLD’S FINEST MATERIALS“Cascade Collection”
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SPRING/SUMMER

Saint Laurent 
denim espadrille wedge sandals
$595

Gianvito Rossi Suzie  
suede platform sandals
$661

Valentino  
garden party embellished sandals
$900

Chloé  
wool shorts

$895

www.mytheresa.com

photo by matchesfashion.com

photo by matchesfashion.com
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SPRING/SUMMER

Oliver Peoples Spelman  
sunglasses
$435

Altuzarra  
peacock silk dress

$4,995

Missoni Mare  
printed bikini
$440

Valentino  
printed silk dress
$4,290
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DRESSED 
FOR THE 
COUNTRY

A successful family tailoring business happily bringing a 
taste of the countryside into familiar urban settings

Japan’s tantalising diversity juxtaposes ancient traditions with futuristic 

styles and technology, making it one of the most intriguing places to visit. 

Thanks to its compact size and complexity, you could be striding through a 

hyper-modern metropolis during the day, bathing in an onsen (hot spring) 

at sunset and tucking into some of the world’s most exquisite dishes in a 

world-class restaurant by nightfall.

JAPAN´S
Eternal Springtime
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One of the most captivating times 
of year to visit Japan is during 
sakura (the cherry blossom season). 
From March until May, the country 
is swathed in clouds of cherry 
blossom as they unfurl along the 
entire length of the archipelago 
working their way from south to 
north. This spectacular celebration 
of spring is said to embody the spirit 
of samurai warriors, whose time on 
earth is short-lived but heroic. It can 
be observed right across the country 

starting from the most southerly 
point in Okinawa, from March, 
and reaching the furthest northern 
tip in Hokkaido sometime in May. 
Shops sell sakura-flavoured drinks 
and snacks to groups of friends and 
colleagues who are enticed to picnic 
each year beneath the magical 
canopy of blooming trees.

Shinjuku Gyoen Park, at the centre 
of Tokyo, is filled with thousands of 
blossom-bearing trees providing a 

sanctuary from the urban skyscraper 
cityscape beyond, and is a favoured 
place for Hanami, a word that 
simply means the beloved and 
simple custom of appreciating the 
beauty of flowers, a custom that 
stretches back over one thousand 
years. The blossom each year is 
fleeting, only out for a matter of 
days in each location, resulting in it 
being both an enchanting challenge 
and an art form to catch it in the 
right place at the right moment. 

TRAVEL

From March until May, the country is swathed in clouds of cherry blossom 

as it unfurls along the entire length of the archipelago

As a national fascination, there is 
even a daily cherry blossom forecast.

From sushi to okonomiyaki, Japan 
is a paradisiacal destination for 
foodies. Tokyo’s restaurant scene 
alone makes it one of the world’s 
top food locations, with the highest 
concentration of Michelin-starred 
restaurants of any city in the world. 
The Rolls Royce of the meat world 
is Kobe beef. While it may or may 
not be true that the cows live a 

happy life being massaged and fed 
beer and listening to music, before 
being turned into the world’s finest 
steak, the sensation of eating Kobe 
beef as it literally melts in your 
mouth is an experience not to be 
overlooked. Virtually unobtainable 
outside Japan, if you don’t feel 
inclined to take a detour to Kobe, 
the top places in Tokyo to try this 
mouth-watering cut are at Aragawa 
or Beefsteak Kawamura, widely 
considered to be two of the best 

steak restaurants in the world.

You can take the convenient 
and lightning-fast bullet train to 
wherever you need to go in record 
time. But maybe you don’t want to 
simply arrive somewhere; maybe you 
want to savour the journey and get 
there in style. Planned for launch 
in spring 2017, rail companies JR 
West and JR East will each offer 
an exclusive sleeper train service, 
the Twilight Express Mizukaze and 

In this region, some of Japan’s most remarkable scenery is on display, 

fractured by active volcanoes, hot springs and stained  

with the lush green colour of rice paddies. 

Hanami festivals in Maruyama Park. Sean Pavone / Shutterstock.com

Shibuya Crossing, Tokyo
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the Shiki Shima respectively, for 
those who want to travel around 
Honshu, Japan’s main island, with 
no expense spared. Passengers will 
be able to hop off to sightsee in 
tourist destinations en route, while 
on-board, carriages of polished 
interiors crafted by renowned 
Japanese designers will take just 30 
people in opulent accommodation, 
with an elegant dining car serving 

haute cuisine by top-class chefs, a 
sumptuous lounge and an open-air 
observation deck.

Further south, travellers can 
leisurely tour Kyushu, Japan’s third-
largest island, aboard the deluxe 
Seven Stars train as it glides through 
Fukuoka, Oita, Miyazaki, Kagoshima 
and Kumamoto. In this region, 
some of Japan’s most remarkable 

scenery is on display, fractured by 
active volcanoes and hot springs, 
and stained with the lush green 
colour of rice paddies. Comparable 
to the Orient Express, Seven Stars 
is fitted with handsome rosewood 
and maple interiors, while a floor-
to-ceiling glass viewing deck enables 
passengers to enjoy the delights of 
Japan’s most dramatic landscape. 
With only fourteen plush suites on 

board, the train is equal to that of a 
moving five-star hotel, with staff on 
hand to attend to the whim of every 
guest.

Japan is home to some of the 
world’s leading boutique and luxury 
hotels. Yet nothing can quite 
compare to spending a night or two 
in a ryokan (traditional Japanese inn). 
The refined Nishimuraya Honkan 

Ryokan in Kinosaki illustrates Japan’s 
past with tatami mat floors, sliding 
paper doors, and terraces carved 
out of wood that spill out onto 
gracefully tended gardens. Guests 
are treated to authentic hospitality, 
impeccable kaiseki cuisine and 
access to Kinosaki’s extraordinarily 
atmospheric onsen. 

Tucked into the foothills of Mount 

Taishi, close to the Sea of Japan, 
Kinosaki Onsen sits along the 
willow-lined Otani River. Afternoons 
and evenings can be whiled away 
draped in yukata (delicate kimonos 
worn with wooden sandals worn 
by foreigners and locals alike) 
and ambling around the mostly 
pedestrianised streets between the 
various hot-springs bathhouses and 
shops, or sampling the restaurants, 

JR East Luxury Sleeper Train, East Japan Railway Company

Front carriage, East Japan Railway Company

Crab at Nishimuraya Honkan Ryokan, Kinosaki Onsen

Nishimuraya Honkan Ryokan, Kinosaki Onsen

TRAVEL
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TRAVEL

which during winter serve the 
region’s speciality, the succulent 
Matsuba crab. As night falls, glowing 
paper lanterns light meandering 
stone pathways dotted with ghostly 
figures dressed in yukata sauntering 
between softly illuminated 
bathhouses, turning Kinosaki into an 
ethereal utopia.

Whether it’s your first visit or your 
tenth, the land of the rising sun is 
a land of dizzying contradictions 
that continuously elude definition. 
From the neon-drenched frenetic 
nightlife of Tokyo to the red-lipped 
kimono-dressed geishas of Kyoto, 
Japan is a country where tradition 
continues to coexist harmoniously 

with modernity in a surprising way, 
and its true character lies waiting to 
be discovered among the shadows 
of its many hidden details.

As night falls, glowing paper lanterns light meandering stone pathways 

dotted with ghostly figures dressed in yukata, turning Kinosaki into an 

ethereal utopia.

Red pagoda with Mt. Fuji as the background
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FASHION

Oliver Goldsmith
The story of one family’s mission to 
change the way we see the world 

Oliver Goldsmith is one of the 
earliest eyewear brands around 
today, synonymous with stars and 
style since business began in 1926. 
Its range of signature styles and 
colours have adorned the faces of 
some of the 20th century’s most 
celebrated icons as well as playing 

a starring role 
in some of the 
past century’s 
greatest cult 
films, including 
The Ipcress File, 
Harry Palmer, 
Charade and 
Two for the 
Road.

Owning a pair of 
Oliver Goldsmith 
glasses is 

like owning a slice of history, a 
veritable who’s who. Grace Kelly, 
Peter Sellers, Michael Caine in his 
trademark black-framed spectacles, 
Audrey Hepburn in the big white 
glasses that framed her elfin face, 
more recently Lady Gaga, Kate 

Moss, Princess Diana and the Queen 
of Jordan, they’ve all worn OG.

The origins of sunglasses go back 
a gargantuan 2000 years. Roman 
Emperor Nero apparently wore 
thick slabs of emerald to shield his 
eyes from the sun as he watched 
gladiator competitions, it’s said that 
Henry VIII preferred slender pieces 
of coloured glass set in a makeshift 
frame. For centuries Eskimos 
deflected the glare coming from 
sun on snow by wearing blades of 
hand carved wood. With the age of 
the motorcar came driving goggles 
and by the 1930s, the stars of the 
silver screen had given sunglasses 
a glamorous makeover – thanks to 
Oliver Goldsmith’s exclusive designs.

“The man behind the eyewear revolution is Oliver Goldsmith.  
He is to sunglasses what Vidal Sassoon is to hair and Mary Quant to clothes” 
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FASHION

The first Oliver Goldsmith frames 
transformed the world of glasses. 
He was the first to see them as 
more than merely functional, 
turning heavy, unflattering styles 
into contemporary and sophisticated 
fashion accessories that turned 
heads. 

The late 1950s and 60s heralded 
a fashion revolution. Alongside the 
new found freedom to express 
oneself through style and clothing, 
came a demand for in vogue glasses. 
Sunglasses continued to gain high 
profile status during the 1960’s 
& 1970’s as an array of unusual 
designs started to appear. Dress 
designers such as Dior and Givenchy 
commissioned Goldsmith to create 
frames that would complement 
their seasonal collections. From 
bamboo clad to butterfly, tennis 
racquets to TV screens, they were 
all unquestionably striking.

“For a fabulous hat, there’s 
Philip Treacy. For sensational 
shoes, there’s Manolo 
Blahnik. For beautiful couture 
sunglasses, it has to be Oliver 
Goldsmith” 

Every year this boutique brand 
chooses around forty designs 
from their vintage archive to form 
a collection. These frames are 
chosen from a selection of over 
2000 classic vintage designs such 
as the Manhattan worn by Audrey 
Hepburn in Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
or the famous “cat-eye” shape 
that continues to be a top seller 
to this day, that live in the private 
family archive, dating back from 
the 1940s. Unlike many designer 
brands that are mass produced in 
factories, Oliver Goldsmith frames 
combine craftsmanship and precise 
manufacturing and each frame is 
unique - handmade using the finest 
acetates and lenses available.

Oliver Goldsmith’s flagship store 
in Notting Hill holds the complete 
collection, and offers a ‘Couture’ 
tailoring service, a bespoke frame 
buying experience that allows its 
customers to decide on a frame 

from the archive and choose from 
a vast assortment of colours and 
pattern samples.

Following in her great grandfather, 
and grandfather’s footsteps, Claire 
Goldsmith re-launched the brand 
in 2005, determined to keep to 
the legacy of her family’s previous 
generations alive, while also 
launching her more contemporary 
line of sunglasses CG: The Next 
Generation.

“For a fabulous hat, there’s Philip Treacy. For sensational shoes,  
there’s Manolo Blahnik. For beautiful couture sunglasses,  

it has to be Oliver Goldsmith” 
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Linda Evangelista by Patrick Demarchelier, 1991 ©The Condé Nast Publications Ltd

Human+
The future of 
our species

Cyborgs, superhumans and clones. How bright is our future?  

Are we evolving or headed for extinction?  As technologies 

increase at a rapid pace, should we continue to embrace 

modifications to our minds, bodies and daily lives, or are there 

boundaries we shouldn’t overstep?

These are the questions posed at the CCCB (Centre of 

Contemporary Culture, Barcelona) in its latest exhibition, 

Humans+ The Future Of Our Species.
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TECHNOLOGY

Through the amalgamation of 
some fifty artists’ work and 
pioneering research proposals, 
the exhibition looks into the 
future, while exploring what it 
means to be human today. It asks 

questions on what the effect of 
assisted reproduction techniques, 
experiments in synthetic biology and 
an increased reliance on the digital 
realm could have on our future, our 
environment and our fellow earthly 
inhabitants. 

Curated by the international artist 
and designer Catherine Kramer, 
and originally showcased at the 
Science Gallery, Dublin, in 2011, 
this updated version examines 
how our lives are currently being 

shaped by revolutionary scientific 
and technological fields, and 
attempts to define what it could 
feel like a hundred years from now. 
Catherine Kramer is the co-founder 
of two artist-led think tanks: 
Center for Genomic Gastronomy 

and CoClimate, her work often 
traversing between art and science.
Merely a couple of decades ago, the 
world was a very different place. 
Humankind’s vision of a scientific 
and technological future was filled 

with optimism about where our 
scientific developments could take 
us. We believed in a world where 
humans would be better off, 
where disease would be eradicated, 
where our lives would be made 
more efficient. This utopian view is 

now often overshadowed by fear 
of the speed at which technology 
is progressing and of predicted 
negative impacts. It has produced 
hypotheses on where moral and 
legal perimeters lie and the cultural 
and ethical changes that could be in 
store.

Although the term cyborg has long 
been confined to the territory of 
science fiction, living cyborgs now 
exist. Jesse Sullivan was named the 
first bionic man after losing his arms 
in an accident. The Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago replaced 
the missing limbs with robotic 
prosthetics that connect to his 
nervous system, allowing his brain to 
drive movement in his arms.

Kevin Warwick, otherwise known 
as Captain Cyborg is the founder 
of Project Cyborg. Voluntarily 
the world’s first complete cyborg, 
the maverick scientist planted a 
microchip into his arm that allows 
him to turn on lights and computers 
by snapping his fingers as well as 
communicate with his wife, who is 
also micro-chipped, via brain waves.

Technology has the power to 
transform people’s lives. It enables 
us to stretch our capabilities in 
new and different ways as we 
replace limbs and organs, give 
humans super strength or simply 
communicate with different and 
more extraordinary methods. 

How human beings will interact 
with machines in the future and 
how we will use technology to 
enhance our bodies will continue 
to captivate us. Will it result in a 
hybridisation between humans and 
machines, or are we creating our 
own extinction?

Worries about technological and 
sociological developments are as 
old as science itself, whether it was 
Socrates’ fear of the written word 
or Professor Stephen Hawking’s 
fear that AI could result in the end 
of the human race as its intelligence 
and consciousness surpasses our 
own.

Despite its dehumanising effect, 
our gravitation to technology and 
our ability to adapt to and modify 
our surroundings has led us to be 
the only advanced species. Maybe 
it is this same fear and fascination 
that will keep driving us forward 
with new technological potential. 
A future of drones, cyborgs, DNA 
modifications and AI assistants may 
raise complex ethical debates, but 
our relationship with technology is 
here to stay.

Merely a couple of decades earlier, mankind’s vision of a scientific and 
technological future was filled with optimism on where our scientific 

developments could take us.
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Reservations:  

+44 (0)208 600 0430  

enquiries@virginlimitededition.com

www.virginlimitededition.com

GET TO KNOW VIRGIN LIMITED EDITION, Sir Richard Branson’s 

extraordinary collection of private retreats. From one of the world’s 

most exclusive private islands to thrilling safaris via a magical 

Moroccan kasbah, each location is designed to be your home away 

from home. This is your vacation with added personality!

MAHALI MZURI 
Kenya

NECKER ISLAND 
British Virgin Islands

KASBAH TAMADOT 
Morocco

MONT ROCHELLE 
South Africa

ULUSABA 
South Africa

THE ROOF GARDENS  
United Kingdom

THE LODGE  
Switzerland

NECKER BELLE 
British Virgin Islands 

MOSKITO ISLAND
British Virgin Islands

LUXURY
. . . T H A T  C A N ’ T  B E  I M I T A T E D  –  O N L Y  E X P E R I E N C E D !
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SINGAPORE
10 Reasons to Love

Known by various names including The Lion City, The 

Garden City, The Asian Tiger, The Fine City and even – by 

former Indonesian President B.J. Habibie in a misplaced 

moment of pique - as The Little Red Dot, Singapore is 

many things to many people. Including our very own Nick 

Winas, a self-coined and self-confessed S’pore-ophile.

TRAVEL
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The Weather

Quite simply, it never gets cold 
in Singapore (with the exception 
of ridiculously over enthusiastic 
air-conditioning systems in 
cinemas) with year-round daytime 
temperatures hovering around the 
32C mark and night times rarely 
dipping below 23C.  And every so 
often, just to break the routine, rain 
like you have never seen before. 
Tropical downpours of near biblical 
proportions are invariably followed, 
half an hour or so later, by a 
seamless return to muggy sunshine.

Singlish

Many Singaporeans speak a strange 
variation of English, which is known, 
for obvious reasons, as Singlish: 
a mixture of English, Bahasa 
Melayu, Tamil, Hokkien, Teochew, 
Cantonese, Bengali and Punjabi. 
While many of the city’s elders tut 
and shake their heads in earshot 
of what they consider a slap in 
the face for the sanctity of the 
Queen’s English (which, incidentally, 
was deliberately adopted as the 
island nation’s official first language 
when it gained independence 
from the British in 1965) it’s 
actually refreshingly economical. 
For example the unique use of the 
simple word ‘can’, which has the 
effect of transforming a rambling 

sentence such as: “I don’t suppose 
you’d be so kind as to take the next 
left at the traffic lights would you 
kind sir?” into a far more succinct: 
“Next left, can?” 

Another example is the word ‘lah’ 
which can be added to the end 
of almost any sentence to either 
emphasise a point or soften a 
command. As in: “Too much food 
lah” or “Price too high lah”. Geddit 
lah? 

Easy To Get To Everywhere Else

It’s a little trite perhaps to list one 
of somewhere’s main qualities as 
being it’s proximity to other places, 
but there’s no getting away from 
the fact that Singapore is an ideal 
place to live and work if you enjoy 
easily visiting a plethora of other 
(forgive me) more ‘exotic’ south east 
Asian countries, such as Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Burma, Laos, 
Vietnam and Cambodia. But, as they 
say on the island, it’s nice to get 
home quickly too.

The Food

Where to start lah? Singapore is 
without a shadow of a doubt the 
food capital of the world. Better 
than Paris, New York and London 
all put together. Mainly because its 
extremely high epicurean standards 

apply right across the range, from 
the simplest street-side stalls to 
the Michelin-starred gourmet 
restaurants. It is perhaps most 
famous for its signature ‘chili crab’ 
dish which was created in 1950 by 
Singaporean chef Cher Yaw Tian 
and her husband Lim Choon Ngee. 
It’s since become the unofficial 
national dish of a food-loving 
nation, which at the last count 
boasted an incredible 6,750 eating 
establishments.

Some of the world’s most 
renowned chefs are familiar faces 
in Singapore and include in their 
number the likes of Joel Robuchon, 
Daniel Boulud, Mario Batali, Gordon 
Ramsay, Jamie Oliver and Wolfgang 
Puck.

That said, even simple street food is 
exceptional in Singapore, with food 
stalls concentrated into what are 
known locally as ‘hawker’ centres, 
all of which are carefully monitored 
by government hygiene inspectors. 
Lau Pa Sat in the central business 
district is set among some beautiful 
Victorian buildings; the Maxwell 
centre in Chinatown is perennially 
popular; and the enormous Newton 
Circus complex is a great place to 
head to in the early hours of the 
morning for a reviving portion of 
chili stingray.  

TRAVEL
Palo_ok / Shutterstock.com

Juriaan W
ossink / Shutterstock.com
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Jackson, the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge, George Bush, Karl 
Lagerfeld and Christian Louboutin.

The Celebrations

Aside from the wild 50th 
anniversary party last year, 
Singapore loves a celebration. 
As a consequence of its diverse 
population, the nation’s religions 
include Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, 
Sikhism and Christianity. All of 
which adds up to a lot of cultural 
and religious festivals and public 
holidays. Chinese New Year is 

celebrated 
island-wide 
with dragon 
dancing and 
fire-crackers; 
Vesak Day 
marks 

Buddha’s birthday with flower 
and candle offerings at temples; a 
few weeks later Hari Raya Puasa 
celebrates the end of Ramadan 
with sumptuous feasts; in October 
or November, Little India is lit up 
with colourful displays and bazaars 
during Deepavali; Christmas and 
Easter are marked by Christians 
with traditional dinners, presents 
and decorations; and finally, in late 
January, Thaipusam is colourfully 
and painfully marked by Hindus.

F1 Singapore

When Formula 1 racing first 
came to Singapore a decade ago 
and it was announced that the 
race would be held in the central 
business district at night, the joke 
‘doing the circuit’ was that the 
timing was chosen in order to avoid 
the daytime congestion charges 
that normally apply in downtown 
Singapore. But, joking apart, the 
whole population seems consumed 
by the event, which stretches over 
three days including practice. And 
no, before you ask, the cars aren’t 
fitted with headlights for the 
event, or, in accordance with the 
extremely high courtesy levels of 
Singaporean drivers, indicators.

The Ridiculously Outrageous 
Buildings

Singapore is home to three of 
the world’s most expensive and 
architecturally flamboyant buildings 
in the form of the Marina Bay Sands 
(known to locals as the ‘stranded 
surfboard’), the durian fruit-shaped 
Esplanade Theatre Concert Hall 
and the ArtScience Museum on the 
waterfront, which, depending on 
your point of view, resembles either 
an outstretched hand or a bunch of 
bananas. 

The Singlish Sense Of Humour

An ironic hangover of its colonial 
past perhaps, but there’s no denying 
that Singaporeans are one of the 
few peoples in the world who 

routinely indulge in that most 
puzzling of things, the English sense 
of humour. (Or ‘advanced sarcasm’ 
as it is more commonly known 
to psychiatrists.) For example, a 
straight-faced conversation recently 
overheard in a downtown hawker 
centre between two Singaporean 
businessmen:
Man 1: Fantastic flight from Hong 
Kong.
Man 2: Really? Who did you fly 
with?
Man 1: The man in the seat next to 
me was called Derek, but I didn’t 
get to meet the rest.

World’s Largest And Highest 
Rooftop Pool

The view from Marina Bay Sands’ 
world’s highest 495-foot rooftop 

pool is simply spectacular and is 
thought by many to be the world’s 
most photographed pool ‘view’.

Raffles Hotel

Singapore is home to some of the 
world’s best hotels but none is more 
evocative of the term excellence 
than the world-famous Raffles 
Hotel. While many people assume 
the British built it, it was actually 
conceived by three Armenian 
brothers who wanted to imitate 
the ‘empire’ style in order to attract 
wealthy 19th-century travelers. 
Declared a National Monument 
by the Singapore Government 
in 1987, it has played host to a 
glittering array of celebrities over 
the years including Somerset 
Maugham, Rudyard Kipling, Michael 
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Mercer Hotel restaurant ABaC Restaurant & Hotel Lounge - photo by Marco Pastori

Luxury private 
homestays.

Access all areas.  

A private homestay presents something more intimate and flexible 

and is becoming perceptively more fashionable. Everyone knows 

Airbnb, which has dominated the short-term rental-providers market 

for several years, reportedly garnering over two million listings in 

192 countries since its launch in 2008. However, it is not necessarily 

the go-to provider for the well-heeled who want to combine the 

experience of living like a local, in the most illustrious neighbourhoods, 

with 5-star hotel services and pampering.
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Aiming at the more discerning 
traveller, an increasing number of 
smaller alternative short-stay rental 
companies have stepped up to 
provide a more prestigious getaway, 
based on the same model, but fully 
personalised to the needs of their 
clients. They vet each property, do 
all the dirty work, offer a bespoke 
concierge service and ultimately a 
unique yet luxurious venture into 
some of the world’s most impressive 
destinations. Mi casa es su casa!

One of the leaders of the online 
holiday rental marketplace 
HomeAway designed a luxury 
collection branch called Luxury 
Rentals (luxury.homeaway.com) 
specifically for those cultivated 
travellers seeking a truly exceptional 
experience. Properties range from 
villas to estates, with a broad 

spectrum of fabulous amenities such 
as gourmet kitchens, cinemas and 
wine cellars, helicopter landing pads 
and access to private yachts.
 
“We know that where travellers 
stay is as important as where they 

go, especially when it comes to 
luxury” said Jon Gray, HomeAway 
Chief Revenue Officer.

Since its inauguration in 2010, 
onefinestay gives guests the 
opportunity to stay in private homes 

while the owners are out of town. 
Their carefully hand-picked portfolio 
spans the world’s most exciting 
cities including London, New 
York, Paris, LA and more recently 
Rome. Guests can find themselves 
residing in an art-filled Brooklyn 
brownstone or a Buff & Hensman-
designed home in the Hollywood 
Hills. onefinestay has a concierge 
service that caters to every whim 
of their guests, with a team that 
is on call 24/7 and hotel-trained 
staff who set the place up prior 
to arrival with pristine bedding, 
towels and toiletries. Thoughtful 
amenities include an iPhone with 
unlimited data and local calls, and 
neighbourhood recommendations 
from onefinestay hosts. 

Behomm is an art and 
design lover’s dream. 
With only 2100 members 
to date across the entire 
globe, membership is 
by invitation only to 
an exclusive house swap with a 
particular criterion. In order to join 
you need to be a design professional 
or visual artist working in one of 
the 58 specified professions listed 
on their website. If you fit the bill, 
then Behomm will seamlessly plug 
you into a community with a shared 
vision and taste for exquisitely 
designed homes. Naturally you must 
be able to return the favour with 
your own uber-stylish apartment. 
Their catalogue of stunning 
homes means that you could find 
yourself staying in anything from 

a penthouse in Mexico City to a 
fashion designer’s pied-à-terre in 
Bali.

Oasis Collections was founded in 
Buenos Aires, off the back of the 
founder’s own countless encounters 
with repetitive hotel rooms. Since 
2009 Oasis Collection has been 
building teams of local experts, 
starting in key cities across South 
America and now expanding across 
the globe, hitting New York, Paris, 
Barcelona and London. They expect 
to host around 1000 guests alone 
at the Rio Olympics. They personally 

Kid & Coe - The Drakothea Residence, MykonosBehomm - Barcelona

Behomm - Brooklyn

Luxury Rentals - Home Away  
Chamonix sauna

TRAVEL
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scout a select group of homes 
in the best neighbourhoods and 
provide guests with amenities such 
as in-house personal chefs, a 24/7 
concierge service, stocked fridges, 
gym memberships and its pièce 
de résistance, access to private 
members’ clubs. 

There’s no need to give up luxury 
travel just because you have your 

brood in tow. Kid & Coe is a luxury 
family accommodation specialist 
that caters to jet setters with kids 
without scrimping on comfort. 
The team at Kid & Coe understand 
what it is like to travel with kids 
because they do it themselves. Their 
assortment of design-cool rentals 
is hand picked and pre approved for 
families and is nothing to do with 
mediocre. In locations as diverse 

as Cape Town and Cape Cod, 
Hollywood and Tuscany, properties 
range from opulent city apartments 
to chateaux on wine estates, 
country retreats to beach houses. 
Many have extra services and perks 
such as babysitting, concierge 
services, beauty treatments, toys 
and games consoles, wine tasting 
and private chefs.

Oasis Collections - NYC

One Fine Stay - Paris
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RIO
2016

Just two years after hosting the FIFA 2014 World Cup Finals, 

Brazil will once again be the focus of the world’s sporting 

attention when the 2016 summer Olympics takes to its marks in 

the famous Maracana stadium in Rio de Janeiro on August 5th

Kamira / Shutterstock.com
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Known colloquially as ‘Rio 2016’ the games will see 
Brazil become home to more than 10,500 athletes from 
206 countries around the world, including the inaugural 
participation of Kosovo and South Sudan. 

The event will run until August 21st and be split between 
33 venues in Rio itself and 5 further venues in Salvador, 
Brasilia, Manaus and Belo Horizonte. It will be the first 
time a South American country has hosted the games and 
also the first time an opening ceremony has been held in a 
football rather than an athletics stadium. 

The games will see golf reintroduced after a 112-year 
absence, largely because the sport is extremely popular in 
the country particularly in Rio de Janeiro. The games will 
also see the first appearance of Rugby Sevens, a variation 
of Rugby Union with (as the name so succinctly suggests) 
seven players in each team rather than 15.

If the carnival atmosphere experienced during the last 
World Cup is anything to go by, the world is in for a rare 
treat. Particularly around the 185-acre Olympic village 
in the Barra da Tijuca region of Rio which will provide 
17,700 beds in 48 multi-storey buildings. 

While the opening ceremony of Rio 2016 will be held at 
the 90,000-seater Maracana stadium, the main track and 
field events will take place at the João Havelange stadium. 
The participants in the games will be competing for a 
total of 306 sets of medals in 28 different events. The 
Olympic event of football will be one of the most widely 
distributed sports with games being staged at various 
stadiums outside the city.

The shear number of people expected to visit the city 
for the Games has required a massive renovation of its 
transport networks, including two new underground lines 
for the metro system and six new stations. All of which 
to help shuttle some 250,000 passengers per day from 
venue to venue. 

Did You Know

Athletes at the Ancient Olympic Games (776 bc – 394 

ad) all competed in the nude (which must have made 

the men’s high hurdles quite a spectacle). Indeed, the 

word ‘gymnasium’ comes from the Greek root ‘gymnos’ 

meaning nude; the literal meaning of ‘gymnasium’ is 

‘school for naked exercise’.

London is the only city to have hosted the summer 

Games three times (1908, 1948 and 2012). The Games 

have been held in the USA four times (1904, 1932, 

1984 and1996) but in three different cities.

In the ancient Olympics, the philosopher Plato (427-

347 BC) was a double winner of the Pankration, a cross 

between wrestling and boxing but with far fewer rules.

Greece is the only country to have participated under its 

own flag in all modern summer Olympic Games.

The 1900 Olympic Games included many now 

discontinued events, including the equestrian long jump 

which was won by a Belgian rider named Constant van 

Langhendonck with a leap of approximately 6.10 metres. 

Which, surprisingly, was 1.08m shorter than the distance 

achieved by the human long jump winner that year, 

America’s Alvin Kraenzlein.

At the first modern Olympic Games in Athens in 1896, 

first place was rewarded with a silver medal and second 

place with a bronze. The gold medal wasn’t introduced 

until 1904.

More athletes than spectators attended the 1900 Paris 

Olympic Games.

The oldest man to compete in the summer Olympic 

Games was Oscar Swahn from Sweden who won a gold 

medal for shooting in 1912 at the age of 64 and a silver 

in 1920 when he was 72.

India is the world’s least successful participating country, 

when the size of its population is taken into account.

Inge Sorensen from Denmark became the youngest 

medal winner when she won a bronze medal in the 

200-meter breaststroke in 1936 at just 12 years of age.

Live pigeon shooting was one of the sports on the 

program in Paris in 1900.

If the carnival atmosphere experienced 

during the last World Cup is anything 

to go by, the world is in for a rare treat.

TRAVEL
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Rio 2016 has come with a seriously 
hefty price tag for the country 
with current estimates of the 
total costs sitting at a shade under 
40 billion Brazilian real (10 billion 
dollars). Approximately 20 billion 
real of which has been spent on the 
infrastructure projects of the city, 
7 billion real on additional sports 
facilities, 7 billion real on operating 
costs and 6 billion real on a brand 
new Olympic park. Which isn’t to 

say that the event won’t turn a 
profit once anticipated revenues 
from ticket sales, merchandising and 
benefits to the country’s economy 
are taken into account. 

No Olympic games would be 
complete without a mascot and Rio 
recently unveiled Vinicius, named 
after the famous Brazilian musician 
Vinicius de Moraes. The mascot 
is said to represent the country’s 

wildlife and embody the joy shown 
by the Brazilian people when it 
was announced they had won the 
nomination ahead of Chicago, 
Madrid and Tokyo. 

With just a matter of months left 
before the Olympic torch reaches 
the Maracana stadium, the world 
waits with bated breath for what 
promises to be one of the greatest 
ever sporting spectacles.

Rio 2016 has come with a seriously hefty price tag for the country with 
current estimates of the total costs sitting at  

a shade under 40 billion Brazilian real (10 billion dollars). 

marchello74 / Shutterstock.com
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DUBAI
A Day in 

Dubai is of course famous for its plethora of high quality 
shopping outlets, but, as regular visitor Janet Simpson 
attests, there is so much more to the city than that.

Whether you’re visiting Dubai for business reasons or simply to enjoy its 
leisure possibilities, food is probably going to be fairly high on your list of 
priorities.

Food, Glorious Food

Your first port of call might well be your hotel, as most in Dubai offer a 
combination of excellent food and beverage venues. If you happen to be 
staying at the Al Qasr hotel for example, you should seek out The Hide, 
a high quality American steakhouse; the Hilton Dubai Creek is home 
to Gordon Ramsey’s multi-award winning Glasshouse Mediterranean 
Brasserie (try the classic pork belly dish or the mushroom risotto); and 
the Radisson Blu Hotel contains the Shabestan, one of the city’s finest 
Persian restaurants, which boasts none other than Sheikh Mohammed as 
a regular lunchtime visitor.
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If you’re feeling a little more 
adventurous however, and enjoy 
combining your love of authentic 
local food with a spot of exploring, 
then you’ll probably appreciate 
a stroll down Al Diyafah Street 
(recently described by a friend of 
mine as “the most delicious mile-
long drag in the city”) an exciting 
stretch of eateries between the 
Satwa roundabout and Union 
House. Recommendations include 
the Pars Iranian Kitchen, which 
serves mouthwatering nutty 
flatbread smeared with salty cheese 
and fresh herbs. I would also suggest 
you try an order of kashk-baadanjan, 

a combination of fried aubergine, 
garlic, and caramelised onions 
infused with creamy kashk (whey). 

Lovers of Pakistani food might want 
to head over to the long-established 
Ravi Restaurant which is renowned 
for its ghee- and cumin-heavy 
dal fry and succulent, well-spiced 
ground mutton kebabs. Another 
restaurant with a long history of 
popularity is the nearby Al Mallah, 
which specialises in Lebanese fare 
such as oven-fresh man’oushe 
flatbreads covered with soft white 
cheese, olive oil and a tart wild 
thyme.

And for a classic Middle-Eastern 
dessert, try Firas Sweets for a thick 
slab of knafeh, a gooey, soft cheese 
topped with crisp-fried vermicelli 
soaked in cardamom and rosewater 
syrup. 

For a combination of food and 
sightseeing you might also try a 
dinner cruise along the Creek, 
a great way to appease your 
appetite while wafting gently past 
characterful waterfront houses, 
shimmering high-rises, and dhows 
laden with herbs and spices from 
India or Iran. Try the Al Mansour 
Dhow, run by the Radisson Blu 

Hotel, or Bateaux Dubai in Al-Seef 
road opposite the British Embassy.   

Dubai is home to so many fine 
dining restaurants it really is difficult 
to decide upon its best, but, when 
push comes to shove, I would 
probably vote for The Coya in the 
Four Seasons Resort at Jumeirah 
Beach, which serves authentic 
Peruvian fare such as the to-die-
for maki, made with quinoa and 
shiitake, and the signature gyoza 
dish filled with sea bass and fresh 
prawns.

The Great Outdoors

Dubai enjoys sunshine all year round 
and one of its most popular beaches 
is the gated Jumeirah Beach Park, 
which offers fantastic watersports 
facilities, while also being the 
perfect place to go for a relaxing 
stroll with the family. The city also 
has some beautiful parks, which are 
ideal for walks and shaded picnics. 
Jumeirah, Safa, Zabeel and the 
Creekside Park in Oud Metha being 
perhaps the most visited.

Adrenalin junkies are well served 
too, with skydiving from 13,000 

feet over Palm Jumeirah currently 
all the rage for the white-knuckle 
gang. Skydive Dubai also offers 
tandem jumps for beginners, 
complete with photos and videos 
thrown in for that obligatory post-
jump bragging session.

If that isn’t enough adrenalin for one 
day, you can top up on the XLINE 
Zipline at Burj Khalifa, a terrifying 
zipline ride across downtown Dubai 
over the Dubai Fountains in front 
of the iconic Burj Khalifa building. 

For a more down-to-earth but 
equally unusual experience, the 
fast-growing sport of foot golf has 
recently reached Dubai courtesy of 
the Montgomerie Golf Club. Players 
literally get to kick a football around 
a par-3 golf course, with everything 
else remaining the same except 
the specially over-sized holes. (I can 
almost hear the disapproving tuts 
of the standards committee at the 
Royal and Ancient at St. Andrews 
from here!)

For a more traditional but 
nevertheless exhilarating experience 
you might want to try your hand 
(and lungs) at a spot of pearl 
diving in the Arabian Gulf. After 
all, this was once an integral part 
of everyday life in the emirates 
and the website of His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, tells of a single pearl sold 
in the 1920s for the equivalent of 
Dhs1,936,496 (almost half a million 

euros). Organised trips are available 
through the Desert Islands Resort & 
Spa by Anantara who even promise 
to allow you to keep any pearls you 
might be lucky enough to find.

And if that isn’t enough fun for 
one day, there’s always the (near) 
traditional pastime of dune bashing. 
A sport which combines two of 
Dubai’s most plentiful things: cars 
and sand. A popular spot is at Big 
Red, Rub’ al Khali Desert – the 
second largest in the world at 

250,000 square miles – where you 
can also find plenty of companies 
offering slightly more sedate desert 
safaris. Some tour operators even 
offer overnight camping options 
for the stargazers among you, and 
believe you me there are few better 
places from which to admire the 
constellations than from the deserts 
around Dubai. 

And, last but not least, why not 
try your hand at sandboarding? 
Just like snowboarding, but, you 

guessed it, on sand. I can’t say I’ve 
tried it myself yet but I’m told by 
some of my younger friends that 
sandboarding down Al Hamer, 
Dubai’s tallest sand dune at 100m, 
is “radical”. Whatever that means.

Nightlife

If you’ve got any energy left 
by nightfall there are plenty of 
nightclubs in Dubai to choose from. 
The most stylish tend to be in the 
big hotels, and many can be found 

Recommendations include the Pars Iranian Kitchen, which serves 

mouthwatering nutty flatbread smeared with salty cheese and fresh herbs. 

Adrenalin junkies are well served too, with skydiving from 13,000 feet over 

Palm Jumeirah currently all the rage for the white-knuckle gang. 

TRAVEL
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in the city

ESCAPE for a

MOMENT

For more information, call 0800 0159 708 (UK Toll Free) or e-mail reservations@jaresorts.com Getaways for the real you

JA Resorts & Hotels is a collection of properties, offering unique and vivid 
experiences enriched with personalised services. Our resorts and hotels are more 

than just destinations for leisure or business; they represent each location’s culture 
and traditions with a spirit of heartfelt hospitality. 

JA PALM TREE COURT | JA JEBEL ALI BEACH HOTEL | JA OASIS BEACH TOWER
JA OCEAN VIEW HOTEL | JA HATTA FORT HOTEL

in and around Shaikh Zayed Road. 
Current favourites include Solo 
Bistronomia & Vine Bar in Oud 
Metha; Mercury Lounge, in the lea 
of the Burj Khalifa; Pisco Lounge at 
the Four Seasons Hotel; Rockwell 
Cafe in the Capitol Hotel; and Club 
Africana at the Rush Inn Hotel on 
Bank Street.

Heritage and Culture

Dubai has a vibrant cultural 
scene, with many museums and 
heritage sites more than happy 
to regale visitors with insightful 
glimpses into Emirati culture. As 
good a place as any to start is The 
Heritage House or the nearby 
Dubai Museum which both offer 
comprehensive collections of rare 
exhibits and artefacts to illustrate 
a truly fascinating narrative about 
Dubai’s phenomenal transformation 
from a tiny fishing and pearl-diving 

village into one of the world’s most 
cosmopolitan cities.

Art galleries include Third Line, Jam 
Jar and XVA Gallery, all of which 
pride themselves on their patronage 
of up-and-coming young artists 
from all parts of the world. The 
Dubai Community and Theatre Arts 
Centre (DUCTAC) at the Mall of 
the Emirates also has a very popular 
art gallery as well as a theatre 
showing regular cultural and musical 
productions.

Architecture

The fabulously ostentatious buildings 
of Dubai warrant an article of 
their own, but no guide to the city 
would be complete without at 
least a brief mention of a couple of 
its most spectacular architectural 
achievements. The most notable 
of which has to be the imposing 

Burj Khalifa, the tallest building in 
the world at 830 meters; closely 
followed perhaps by the Palm 
Jumeirah, a series of man-made 
islands patterned in the shape of a 
palm tree.

And last but not least, shopping…

Okay, it’s even harder not to 
mention the shopping. Dubai is after 
all one of the most famous retail 
therapy centres in the world. Its 
most recognisable malls being Mall 
of the Emirates and Ibn Battuta Mall 
in the south, and Deira City Centre 
and Al Ghurair City in the north. 
The Dubai Mall, the world’s largest, 
is located in Downtown Burj Khalifa.

TRAVEL
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ANNIE
LEIBOVITZ
Women: New Portraits
Renowned photographer Annie Leibovitz unveils her latest collection of female portraits with 

the opening of Women: New Portraits. 

Commissioned in partnership with Swiss bank UBS, the exhibition will travel to ten countries: 

London, Tokyo, San Francisco, Singapore, Hong Kong, Mexico City, Istanbul, Frankfurt, New 

York and Zurich. 

It is a powerful celebration of womanhood through portraiture, and a continuation of an initial 

project, simply entitled Women, on which Leibovitz collaborated in 1999 with her long-term 

partner, the late writer and intellectual Susan Sontag.

Annie Leibovitz, New York City, 2012 © Annie Leibovitz

PROFILE
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The diverse and intimate collection of 
portraits continues this realisation of 
some of the world’s most influential 
women, addressing the very essence 
of female empowerment and society’s 
perception of women. Leibovitz 
describes the project as being 
“like going out to photograph the 

ocean”. Just as the role of women 
is constantly evolving, so will this 
collection.

“Visualising what women look 
like, who we are, was a very, very 
important thing to do,” said Leibovitz. 

“Men have been portrayed very well in 
art and photographs. We understand 
how men look, but with women we 
haven’t really developed that. Who 
are we? With my work I’m very 
interested in what women do and 
who we are”.

Leibovitz joined forces with iconic 
women’s rights activist and journalist 
Gloria Steinem to hand-pick a cross-
section of artists, musicians, CEOs, 
politicians, writers and philanthropists; 
those who have been pushed into 
the spotlight for their outstanding 

achievements, impact and influence. 

“There’s a complete human story in 
absolutely every photograph,” said 
Steinem. “It’s going to make such a 
difference. It’s very, very important, 
and it’s important to show women’s 
whole humanity.”

The subjects range from Misty 
Copeland, the first appointed black 
principal dancer at the American 
Ballet Theatre, to comedian Amy 
Schumer, and includes the president 
of Myanmar’s National League 

for Democracy Aung San Suu Kyi, 
Facebook COO Sheryl Sandberg, 
primatologist Jane Goodall, Caitlyn 
Jenner, Adele and many more.

In addition to the new photographs, 
the exhibition features work from 
the original Women series, as well as 
other unpublished photographs taken 
since, which serve to document how 
the role of women has evolved over 
the past two decades. The exhibition 
will also develop as it moves around 
the globe, with Leibovitz planning to 
photograph women in each of the 
host cities and regions. The Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Malala Yousafzai, 

artist Marina Abramovic, and tennis 
legends Venus and Serena Williams 
are among those expected to be 
photographed. 

An essay written by Gloria Steinem, 
included in the exhibition, notes, 
“Annie Leibovitz captures women in 
all our human variety and idiosyncrasy, 
simplicity and artifice, bravery and 
fear, creativity of mind as well as 
womb: in other words in all our 
humanity.”

Annie Leibovitz’s astonishing 
contribution to portraiture spans 
three decades, from when she began 

working for Rolling Stone Magazine 
in the early 1970s. She was the 
official photographer on the Rolling 
Stones’ 1975 world tour and was 
hired by Vanity Fair and Vogue during 
the early eighties. Her portraits 
have been shown at museums and 
galleries across the globe, from the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
New York to the National Portrait 
Gallery in London, and has garnered 
numerous awards.

Information on the tour dates and cities 
can be found on the UBS website www.
UBS.com/microsites/annie-leibovitz/en/
exhibition

Misty Copeland, New York City, 2015 © Annie Leibovitz from WOMEN: New Portraits 

Gloria Steinem, New York City, 2015 © Annie Leibovitz from WOMEN: New Portraits 

“Visualising what women look like, who we are,  

was a very, very important thing to do,”

“There’s a complete human story in absolutely every photograph.  

It’s going to make such a difference.”

PROFILE
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‘THE TALISMAN COLLECTION’ 
SPRING / SUMMER 2016 
Olivia von Halle

Alba Dunaway Queenie Dunaway

British luxury nightwear brand, Olivia von 

Halle’s exquisite spring/summer 2016 

collection takes its inspiration from Palm 

Springs and the hedonistic soirées of 

the golden age of Hollywood where 

wild parties, frequented by the likes of 

Elizabeth Taylor and Lauren Bacall, were 

the order of the day.

Imagining the era’s most infamous screen 

sirens, von Halle captures the mood 

of the season in bold botanical prints, 

geometric patterns, exotic jewel-toned 

hues and metallic piped trims. Rich 

emeralds, midnight blues and bubble-gum 

pinks define the spirit of the collection, 

which is both impossibly luxe and 

undeniably playful.
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Berger Joyeros
Mexico City

Mexico
Tel. +52 55 5281 4122

Carat
Gustavia

Saint-Barthélemy
Tel.: +(0590) 590 27 67 22

Joyeria Vagu
Caracas

Venezuela
+58 212 211 5256

TOURBILLON 24 SECONDES 
VISION

Unique edition
22 Timepieces in white gold

210x297mm_LuxeMag_Latam_GF01r_Vision_OrGris_AigDOr.indd   1 02.12.15   09:53

Lila Bardot
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City  
to City

In the year 1800, only 3% of the global population lived in 

cities. That proportion has now risen to more than 50% and 

is predicted to rise to 70% by 2050. A trend which begs the 

question, ‘Are cities now becoming the world’s new countries?’
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A study recently carried out by the 
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) 
has confirmed that modern mega-
cities such as New York, Shanghai 
and London have more in common 
with each other than they do with 
other parts of their own countries. 
They have larger populations and 
economies than many individual 
countries and the European ‘think 
tank’ concluded that they also face 
many similar challenges in the areas 
of transport, housing, security, 
jobs, migration and education. Such 
conurbations thus have an ideal 
opportunity to share knowledge and 
experience. 

“When we talk about countries, 
it’s often about what separates 
us, language and culture. But 
when you talk about cities, we 
face very similar challenges,” says 
the OECD’s Andreas Schleicher. 
“However, sharing policy lessons 
across countries is hard, because 
policy is so much framed in terms of 
ideology and political parties.” 

The pros and cons of highly 
concentrated urban populations are 
usually two sides of the same coin. 
For example, while cities present 
more job opportunities they also 
have large numbers of unemployed 
people. Transport systems tend to 

be state-of-the art but inevitably 
creak under the strain of peak 
periods, while housing and public 
services are also subject to high 
levels of demand.

Modern mega-cities are, by 
necessity, highly connected places. 
“The world is much more of a global 
village when you talk about cities,” 
says Schleicher, while pointing out 
that comparisons between cities are 
particularly relevant.

“Why is it that city schools in 
London are so much better than city 
schools in New York? We should be 
asking ourselves that question.”

CITY TO CITY

“When we talk about countries, it’s often about what separates us, 

language and culture. But when you talk about cities,  

we face very similar challenges,”
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CITY TO CITY

The OECD’s figures also highlight 
how cities tend to account for a 
disproportionately larger slice of 
national wealth than rural areas. 
In France and Japan, more than 
two thirds of GDP growth in the 
first decade of the new millennium 
derived from metropolitan areas. A 
trend which is likely to continue as 
cities around the world continue to 
grow expand.

Mexico City, Delhi, Shanghai and 
Tokyo already have populations in 
excess of 20 million, bigger than 
many European countries.

The study also shows how ideas 
spread between cities and to 
what extent that fast transfer of 
information tends to result in higher 
levels of homogeneity, regardless 

of physical separation. Starbucks, 
H&M and Zara for example were 
operating in relatively few countries 
at the end of the 20th century but 
are now represented in most large 
cities across the world.

The passing of time has also seen 
enormous growth in urban transit 
systems. Since work began on 
creating the London Underground 
in 1860, a time when the UK’s 
entire population was less than that 
of modern Shanghai, there are now 
100 systems operating in 27 of the 
OECD member countries. 

Bike-sharing schemes too, since 
they first emerged in Copenhagen 
in the mid 1990s have spread in 
the last two decades to more than 
600 cities around the world, the 

most popular of which are in China, 
where, for example, in Hangzhou 
alone 80,000 bikes are ‘hired’ every 
day.

Another striking similarity between 
modern mega-cities is their almost 
inevitable internationalist flavour. 
In terms of entertainment, food, 
media, prevalent languages, political 
attitudes, fashions, property, 
and economics, these modern 
world cities are increasingly unlike 
anywhere else within their own 
countries. A twenty something 
living in London is probably going to 
have more in common – in terms of 
lifestyle – with a person of a similar 
age living in New York or Montreal 
than a rural countryman.

The leaders of cities used to be 

largely symbolic figures. The office 
of the Mayor of London for example 
was once just a ceremonial role, 
but today, in the hands of its latest 
incumbent, Boris Johnson, it is seen 
as being a very influential position 
and one backed by high levels of 
locally raised taxes. 

The OECD even goes as far as 
to suggest that such cities are 
“now the most relevant level of 

governance, small enough to react 
swiftly and responsively to issues and 
large enough to hold economic and 
political power”.

It is reminiscent perhaps of 
Italian city-states during the 
Renaissance, which operated 
within civic fiefdoms, rather than 
national boundaries. Indeed, the 
true definition of a ‘Roman’ was 
somebody who hailed from the city 

of Rome, not from Italy generally. 
The same could be said of a 
Venetian or a Genoan.

It remains to be seen whether we 
are really witnessing the rise of 
Renaissance style Italian city-states, 
but one thing is for sure. With the 
help of modern technology and the 
interconnected nature of urban 
populations, a future incarnation of 
Rome might well be built in a day.

Cities are “now the most relevant level of governance, small 

enough to react swiftly and responsively to issues and large 

enough to hold economic and political power”.
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RED
VISION
Elon Musk, CEO of high-tech electrical vehicle manufacturer Tesla 

Motors and the interplanetary exploration outfit, Space X, is man with 

a plan. A plan unlike many others, backed up as it is, by a must-do 

attitude and a multi billion dollar bank balance. 

It is said that when the Iron Man film director 
Jon Favreau was developing the lead character 
for his highly successful film franchise about 
a maverick engineering genius and billionaire 
industrialist called Tony Stark, he did so as 
a direct resulting of meeting Elon Musk. 
“He is quite simply the closest thing the real 
world has to offer,” he said afterwards. “A 
Renaissance man in an era that really needs 
them.”

Musk might not jaunt between meetings at 
supersonic speeds in a jet-powered suit of 
armour like his celluloid doppelganger, but 
nobody who knows him would be in the least 
bit surprised if one day he did. Not when 

you take into account the amount he has 
achieved since he made his fortune from the 
$300m sale of his first company (an early 
online platform for newspapers called Zip2 
that he created from scratch with his brother) 
to Compaq in 1999. His share of which he 
promptly ploughed into the purchase of a 
company that went on to become Pay Pal, 
which in turn he sold to eBay for $1.5bn in 
2002. Many people would understandably have 
called it a day right there and headed for the 
beach. But Musk, who recently promised to 
colonise Mars (the planet not the confectionary 
manufacturer) within his lifetime, isn’t just 
simply anyone.  

Phil Stafford / Shutterstock.com
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Born in 1973 in Pretoria, South 
Africa, he and his three younger 
siblings were brought up through 
the last years of apartheid. 
His father managed his own 
construction engineering company, 
looking after both government and 

commercial projects, while 
his mother was a model and 
a dietician. Unfortunately 
they divorced just before 
Musk’s tenth birthday, 
and as a consequence he 
and his younger brother 
Kimbal were left to their 
own devices more than 
most other kids their age. 
It was during this period of 
relative freedom that Musk 
first showed signs of an 
obsession with explosives 
and rocket technology that 
would eventually culminate, 
in 2002, in the formation of 
SpaceX. “It is remarkable how 
many things you can explode,” 
he once famously said. “I’m 
lucky I have all my fingers.”

 As a youngster he was also 
an avid reader and would 
think nothing of polishing 
off two books a day and, 
fittingly perhaps, has cited 
his favourite book of the 
time as Douglas Adams’ The 

Hitchhiker’s Guide To The Galaxy. “It 
taught me that the tough thing is 
figuring out what questions to ask, 
but that once you do that, the rest 
is really easy,” he said, in reference 
to the novel’s revelation that the 
answer to the ultimate question of 

life, the universe, and everything is 
simply 42. 

Bordering on geek (it has to be 
said), Musk was an easy target for 
school bullies and took comfort in 
his books, and more and more in 
the relatively new phenomenon of 
computers. He quickly mastered 
the basics of simple language 
programming and sold his first piece 
of software, a space-based video 
game called Blastar, to a computer 
magazine for the princely sum of 
$500. 

It was only a matter of time before 
Musk outgrew his homeland and 
at age 15, he procured himself 
a Canadian passport (his mother 
was born there) bought a plane 
ticket, and arrived in Montreal 
with little more than a fist of saved 
pocket money and a rucksack full 
of enthusiasm. He spent the year 
pitching up on the doorsteps of 
unsuspecting distant relatives and 
paying his way by labouring on 
farms, turning his hand to gardening 
and cleaning out the boilers at 
lumber mills. 

His ultimate plan however was 
to make his way to America, 
which he achieved when he 
was accepted to study at the 

University of Pennsylvania, a stint 
which culminated in a double 
degree in economics and physics. 
Unsurprisingly he paid his way 
through his student days by hosting 
enormous parties at a house he 
shared with another student called 
Adeo Ressi. 

After graduating, he was persuaded 
to embark on a PhD at Stanford, 

but dropped out within days of his 
arrival when he realised that what 
he really wanted to do was get into 
business. Hence the formation of 
Zip2 with his brother.

With his coffers full from the sale 
of that company and PayPal a 
few years later, Musk was able to 
set his sights on the businesses he 
really wanted to focus on. To him 

the holy trinity in the context of 
human betterment: clean electric 
cars, solar powered homes and 
space exploration. The latter for the 
ultimate purpose of human survival. 
“Ultimately,” he once said, “the 
thing that is super important in the 
grand scale of history is, are we on 
a path to becoming a multi-planet 
species or not? If we’re not, well, 
that’s not a very bright future.”

Like all good Hollywood plots 
however, it was far from an easy 
ride. It is well known that in its 
early years the first of his trinity, 
Tesla Motors, tiptoed perilously 
closely to the precipice of financial 
disaster more than a few times. 
“Personal bankruptcy was a daily 
conversation,” his brother told an 
interviewer. “He threw everything 

he had into keeping Tesla alive.” 
But if Musk has anything going for 
him – aside from the large brain, 
the natural business acumen and 
the work ethic of a hyperactive 
super ant – it’s vision: his ability to 
completely focus on his goal and 
then treat everything in his way 
as a temporary inconvenience. As 
he once put it himself, “The first 
step is to establish that something 

is possible – then probability will 
occur.”

His vision was strong enough to 
convince the US government to 
extend the teetering company a 
$465m loan and introduce hefty 
tax rebates for green car drivers, 
a pair of measures which allowed 
Tesla to come out of the bend of 
uncertainty at speed and accelerate 

It was only a matter of time before Musk outgrew his homeland and at age 15,  

he procured himself a Canadian passport (his mother was born there) bought a plane 

ticket, and arrived in Montreal with little more than a fist of saved pocket  

money and a rucksack full of enthusiasm. 

PROFILE

“The companies he’s started are executing against a vision measured  
not in years but in decades.”
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relatively smoothly to its current 
position as a $25bn company 
producing some of the best cars 
ever designed and a waiting list to 
die for.

Musk’s vision to convert all US 
homes from fossil fuel to solar 
power resulted in the 2006 
formation of SolarCity by two of 
his cousins, Peter and Lyndon Rive, 

who, with initial financial assistance 
from their relative, have gone on to 
make it the single largest provider 
of domestic solar power in America, 
with more than 13,000 employees. 
Musk is chairman of the board at 
SolarCity and plays an active role in 
steering it forwards.

His final frontier – space exploration 
– is currently being served by 
SpaceX, a company he formed in 
2002 with the principle aim of 
helping the human race to colonise 
other planets. And thereby have 
a chance of species survival in 

the event of earth-bound human 
extinction at the hands of a 
wayward asteroid, a vast nuclear 
explosion, a pandemic virus, or 
something else similarly irksome.
Like Tesla Motors, SpaceX had 
more than its fair share of teething 
problems but has since become the 
first private company to successfully 
launch a spacecraft into orbit and 
then bring it back in one piece. It 

has also won hundreds of millions 
of dollars worth of US government 
contracts to build rockets and run 
supply missions to the International 
Space Station. All amid a dramatic 
decline in spending on Nasa.

“He’s a throwback to when people 
were doing less incrementalist 
things,” says Peter Thiel, the tech 
investor who co-founded PayPal 
with Musk. “The companies he’s 
started are executing against a 
vision measured not in years but in 
decades.” This is a sentiment shared 
by WebTV co-founder Bruce Leak, 

who once collaborated with Musk 
at a video game company. “He has 
that Bill Gates energy where his 
foot bounces and he’s wiggling just 
because he’s so smart.” 

These days Musk plays the role 
of influential billionaire tycoon 
with ease, and has many millions 
of followers. But he’s not one to 
rest on his laurels and much of his 

energy these days is spent on his 
grandest ambition: to pave the way 
for human colonisation of other 
planets. In 2012 he announced that 
he would start making this a reality 
by transporting people to Mars 
“in roughly 12 to 15 years”. He 
has since elongated this prediction 
slightly but still sees this as a likely 
reality within his own lifetime. 
“Hopefully it will happen within my 
lifetime,” he was this year reported 
as saying. “I would like to think I will 
end my days on Mars. Preferably 
though, not on impact.”

Hadrian / Shutterstock.com

“The companies he’s started are executing against a vision measured  

not in years but in decades.”
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R.D., récemment dégorgé and 
dégorgement tardif all refer to that 
niche Champagne category known 
as late-disgorged (L.D.). These wines, 
along with vintage and prestige 
Champagne releases, are hot 
topics in the world of Champagne. 
But what do we mean by late 
disgorgement and what’s so special 
about it?

To many Champagne drinkers, 
R.D. equals Bollinger, but late 
disgorgement actually refers to any 
Champagne (usually vintage) that 
has been aged on its lees for longer 
than is usual for that particular 
house or cuvée, normally after an 
initial release several years earlier. 
And Bollinger is a good example to 
use as the difference is clear: Grand 
Année, their vintage Champagne, is 
released after seven to eight years’ 
ageing on lees, while their R.D. 
expression is the same Champagne 
kept on lees in their cellars for an 
additional few years (for the 2002, 

it was about four to five), and is 
released at a later date.

Even though Bollinger trademarked 
R.D. with their first release over 
50 years ago, there are others. 
Veuve Clicquot’s Cave Privée and 
Dom Pérignon’s Oenothèque (now 
renamed Plénitude) are other 
high-profile examples. The wines 
are generally vintage, although a 
recent release in this category was 
Jacquesson’s Cuvée 733 D.T. from 
their non-vintage 700 series.

What is disgorgement?
To understand why this category 
exists, we need to look at how 
Champagne ages and develops. 
Champagne’s bubbles come from 
a second fermentation in a sealed 
bottle. The yeasts that induce this 
also produce flavours and aromas 
that contribute to Champagne’s 
taste, interacting with the liquid 
as they die and settle during the 
ageing process. Disgorgement is the 

process by which the dead yeast 
cells are removed and the bottle is 
topped up with dosage, which may 
or may not contain sugar to balance 
the acidity.

Why bother with late 
disgorgement?
Longer ageing on the lees (ie 
pre-disgorgement) results in more 
pronounced and complex flavours; 
the grape varieties used are also 
developing and maturing, adding 
a further layer of complexity. This 
ageing process is different to that 
undergone post-disgorgement 
and corking, which is kick-started 
by the sudden inflow of air at 
disgorgement and then continues as 
the wine interacts with the minute 
amount of air coming through 
the cork. The combined effects of 
pre- and post-disgorgement ageing 
contribute to the final taste.

Champagne: Better Late-Disgorged?
R.D., L.D. or D.T. – more and more Champagne bottles seem to be bearing these enigmatic 

acronyms, but what do they mean? We asked Champagne Specialist Edwin Dublin to explain 

what exactly late disgorgement is and why the trend has seized the industry.
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So, when is best to disgorge? 
The timing of disgorgement 
helps determine the style of the 
eventual Champagne. So, when 
tasting a Champagne disgorged 
“normally” and stored for say five 
years alongside the same wine 
aged on lees and late-disgorged, 
the L.D. will taste fresher but still 
have great complexity. Why? The 
simple reason is that it has been 
exposed to less oxygen and had 
extended yeast lees contact. And it 
is this difference which explains why 
L.D. as a concept exists. Madame 
Bollinger, for instance, wished to 
give discerning customers something 
special and so decided upon a long-
aged example – R.D.

Some producers and winemakers 
(chefs de cave) talk of different 
“ages” of a Champagne. The most 
famous proponent of this idea is 
Richard Goeffroy, chef de cave at 
Dom Pérignon. He believes that 
there are three peaks or plénitudes: 
the first at seven to eight years 
(the standard release), the next 
at 12 to 20 years, and a third 
at 35-plus years. Following this 

idea the House releases the same 
wine at each stage of its life, the 
latter two forming their revamped 
Oenothèque series, P2 and P3.

Some Champagnes are by default 
late disgorged, even though they 
don’t say so. Charles Heidseick’s 
Blanc de Millénaires, currently still 
on the 1995 vintage, has had over 
15 years on its lees, more than 
when first released nearly 10 years 
ago, but it is not styled as “L.D.”. 
The 2006 Chemin de Conges from 
Janisson-Baradon underwent a 
subsequent name change, becoming 
just Conges with the later release, 
but was not otherwise pitched 
as an L.D. Champagne. In fact, it 
was more a reflection of the later 
release’s lower dosage, a common 
practise with L.D. Champagnes as 
the extended ageing and complexity 
requires less sugar to balance 
the acidity. Krug Collection is an 
interesting anomaly: historically, 
Collection was simply a re-release of 
the same vintage after impeccable 
storage in their own cellar, but the 
current release (1989) and future 
releases are late disgorged.

How late is late and does it 
matter? 
While some houses have yet to 
release any 2002 wine at all, 
Bollinger is on their R.D. expression 
of the vintage. There is no legal 
definition for the term and with 
so many Champagne House 
philosophies around ageing, there 
is no definitive guide. As to when 
is the right time to disgorge, there 
is no definitive right or wrong 
answer – and of course the vintage 
in question will also impact on the 
initial ageing period and whether a 
late disgorgement is done.

When should you drink L.D. 
Champagne? 
Many producers and critics suggest 
drinking them within a couple of 
years of disgorgement to retain 
the fresh component, but I’ve had 
such Champagnes several years 
after their late disgorgement and 
still find freshness alongside more 
oxidative notes compared to original 
disgorgement releases.

Are they worth the money? 
With a price premium on these 
late releases (as much as two or 
three times dearer), you might be 
tempted to cellar the original wine 
yourself and drink it later. But, as I 
said, the ageing would be different 
without lees contact. Along with 
more frequent vintage and prestige 
releases, the question has been 

asked by some critics, “Are they 
uncommon enough to merit a price 
premium?” Chefs de cave have hit 
back and say that Champagne has 
been blessed with a run of good 
to excellent vintages, and that, as 
with other winemakers around 
the world, they should take every 
opportunity to express these. As 
for me, I would certainly miss that 

incredible sensation of youthful 
vitality and maturity that late-
disgorged Champagnes express in 
such a unique fashion.

Find out more on bbr.com

As to when is the right time to disgorge, there is no definitive right or wrong 

answer – and of course the vintage in question will also impact on the initial 

ageing period and whether a late disgorgement is done.

Photograph by Jason Lowe

CHAMPAGNE
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THE FOURTH 
INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION:

LOOKING ON 
THE BRIGHT SIDE

When we imagine the future consequences 
of the digital revolution, it’s often all too easy 

to overlook the opportunities
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Much of the focus at this year’s 
World Economic Forum Annual 
Meeting in Davos was on the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution, a term 
devised by the German economist 
Klaus Schwab to describe recent 
significant technological advances 
in the fields of artificial intelligence, 
robotics, 3D printing, precision 
medicine and sensors.

While it is all too easy sometimes 
to view these advances from 
a hackneyed science fiction 
perspective – flying cars, robot 
butlers, virtual travel and the like – it 
is more important perhaps to realise 
their potential to help solve some 
very real modern problems such 
as climate change, food shortages, 
affordable housing and chronic 
diseases. 

And, according to Devesh Raj 
(SVP and Head of Strategy and 
Planning at Comcast-NBCU) and 
Dries Buytaert (founder of Drupal 
and Chief Technology Officer of 
Acquia), these advances are closer 
than many people realise. Indeed, a 

recent WEF report on ‘Technology 
Tipping Points and Societal Impact’ 
predicts their emergence within the 
next 30 – 40 years, while major 
improvements in transportation, 
artificial intelligence, and new 
payment technology will almost 
certainly happen within the next 
decade. 

Surprisingly perhaps, considering 
the positive potential of these 
technology game changers, much 
of the focus at Davos was on their 
possible negative impacts. The most 
obvious perhaps being the impact on 
jobs, not only in the obvious areas 
of unskilled and blue-collar jobs, but 
also in white-collar arenas such as 
banking, law and medicine.

While it is difficult to accurately 
estimate, many in Davos were quick 
to anticipate a ‘depressive’ impact 
on the global economy. This is not 
a position however with which Raj 
and Buytaert concur. “While it’s true 
that technological leaps have often 
eliminated older, human-powered 
methods of doing things, many 
others in Davos also recognized 
that advances in technology create 
new jobs, most of which we can’t 
even dream of today. For example, 
the invention of the airplane 
created hundreds of thousands of 
jobs, from pilots, to stewards, to 

airport personnel, to international 
agents and more prognostications 
not to mention the transformative 
economic impact of billions of 
people travelling vast distances in a 
short span of time.”

Another concern raised by the more 
Malthusian end of the spectrum 
at Davos was the growing divide 
between the world’s “digital haves” 
and “have-nots”. Not only among 
nations - developed vs. developing 
– but also among different socio-
economic groups within individual 
nations. What, for example, does 
3D printing or precision medicine 
mean to people in rural parts of 
India that still don’t even have 
reliable electricity? In stark contrast 
obviously, to the ambitions of cities 
such as Mumbai and Bangalore to 
become uber-smart, uber-modern, 
sustainable urban centres.

A third mutual concern was the 
potential for the “dehumanisation” 
of our lives as a result of robotics 
and artificial intelligence, with 
many bemoaning the erosion 
this might cause to our unique 
human qualities such as “empathy, 
sensitivity, creativity and inspiration”. 
Our morality too, as a species, was 
questioned, particularly in the face 
of advances in genetics and DNA 
editing.

Questions were also raised about 
more everyday instances of potential 
moral dilemmas, such as a driverless 
car’s ability to choose between 
hitting a pedestrian or sacrificing its 
passenger.  

But surely technological progress 
is inevitable and its unintended 
consequences controllable? A 
philosophical position taken by 
Raj and Buytaert. “To date, the 
technological innovation that 
has driven the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution is shaped by the 
commercial prospects of small or 
large firms in the market. After 
all, one definition of “innovation” 
is the commercial application 
of invention. As an example, 
investment in alternative energy 
R&D fluctuates depending on oil 
prices, just as demand for hybrid or 
electric vehicles become more or 
less attractive depending on gasoline 
prices.”

Raj and Buytaert also maintain that 
if the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
could be driven not by commercial 
returns but by a collective desire 
to fix some of the world’s major 
problems, the beneficial impact 
could be huge. Poverty, hunger, 
food security, health, education, 
energy, water and sanitation; 
all could be addressed by new 
technology.

Indeed, the WEF last year 
defined the world’s most pressing 
problems by way of 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (also known as 
the Global Goals) that have since 
been adopted by all participating 
countries in a concerted effort to 
“end poverty, protect the planet and 
ensure prosperity for all”. 

Raj and Buytaert don’t see the need 
for world governments and the 
private sector to address these goals 

as being in any way anti-capitalist. 
“The world’s innovation system is 
powerful and has generally worked 
well. However, it could use a guiding 
hand to nudge it in a direction that 
will benefit the planet beyond the 
incentives of commercial returns 
and channel capitalism in the best 
direction for humanity as a whole. 
That, we hope, is the real agenda 
initiated by the focus in Davos on 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution, 
which the world will seek to address 
in the coming year.”

(Devesh Raj and Dries Buytaert were 
named Young Global Leaders by the 
World Economic Forum and their 
entire paper, entitled ‘Could the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution help us reach the 
Global Goals?’ is available at the World 
Economic Forum website: www.
weforum.org.) 

“While it’s true that technological leaps have often eliminated older, human-
powered methods of doing things, many others in Davos also recognized 

that advances in technology create new jobs, most of which we can’t even 
dream of today. 

Drop of Light / Shutterstock.com

BUSINESS



Page 0108 luxeglobaledition.com luxeglobaledition.com Page 0109



Page 0110 luxeglobaledition.com luxeglobaledition.com Page 0111

TRAVEL

Dusit Thani Maldives blends Thai 
hospitality with the unparalleled 
luxury setting of the Maldives. 
Encircled by white sandy beaches, 
with nothing but sapphire waters 
as far as the eye can see, the Dusit 
Thani Resort on Mudhdhoo Island is 
located just 35 minutes by seaplane 
from the capital Malé and 10 
minutes by speedboat from the new 
domestic airport in Baa Atoll. 

Surrounded by a stunning reef and a 
turquoise lagoon, the natural beauty 
of the Maldives forms a picture-
perfect backdrop to the facilities 
and activities on offer at Dusit Thani 
Maldives. 

Guests can enjoy a range of 

activities including diving, snorkelling 
and swimming in the pool (the 
largest in the Maldives), retreat 
to one of Devarana Spa’s treetop 
treatment pods for a pampering 
experience beyond compare, or dine 
at one of the exquisite restaurants 
before ambling back to the comfort 
of one of the resort’s sumptuous 
villas and residences.
The 100 elegant and modern villas 
are styled with tasteful Maldivian 
woodwork and contemporary Thai 
architecture. All are complemented 
by state-of-the-art technology 
and luxurious amenities such as 
a 46’ LED satellite television, 
complimentary Wi-Fi, a BOSE 
surround sound system and an 
in-room bar, Nespresso machine 

and sustainable product lines from 
Molton Brown UK. 

As balmy rays turn to star-spangled 
skies, guests can head to one of 
the hotel restaurants for gourmet 
cuisine served in a romantic setting 
that takes guests on a sensory 
journey that has been inspired by 
flavours from across the globe. 

The seaside Market Restaurant 
brings continental delights to the 
Maldives with an array of à la carte 
selections, as well as a breakfast 
buffet, served in a relaxing brasserie-
style. 

Overlooking the crystal blue ocean, 
the signature Thai restaurant 

Benjarong serves authentic Thai 
flavours, while the Sea Grill 
offers the best of the ocean 
alongside the highest quality 
imported steaks.  

Relish sunsets or simply stargaze 
from the Sala Bar while talented 
bar artisans create innovative 
refreshments enhanced by Asian 
tapas dishes. Sample poolside 
snacks or chill to ambient music 
over evening cocktails at Sand 
Bar.

The Devarana Spa encourages 
complete relaxation with deluxe 
pampering sessions from a 
unique vantage point – from six 

A touch of  
Thai in Paradise 
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treetop treatment pods elevated 
amongst a grove of coconut trees. 
Inspired by a mythical garden in 
heaven, ancient healing rituals 
are performed by skilled Thai spa 
therapists to deliver an authentic 
Thai spa experience, in keeping with 
Thailand’s legendary hospitality.  
The spa is also well-equipped with 
state-of-the-art facilities such as a 
relaxation area, sauna, steam room, 
hot & cold tub and plunge pool to 
ensure the ultimate in rejuvenation.
 
Strategically nestled in the country’s 
first ever UNESCO World Biosphere 
Reserve, fringed by captivating 
white sandy beaches, Dusit Thani 
is a paradise for snorkelers and 
divers. The resort’s 5-Star PADI-
Dive Centre provides incredible 
experiences that cater to the needs 
of any underwater enthusiast. 
Surrounded by a bustling coral 
reef, the environment is home to 
everything from the ocean’s gentle 
giants - whale sharks, to “Nemo-
like” clownfish, manta rays, dolphins 
and turtles.
On the surface, guests can 
experience adrenaline-fuelled 
water sports, or go on a sunset 
cruise in search of spinner dolphins. 
Play tennis or get fit in the well-
equipped fitness centre, indulge in 

a yoga session 
or explore 
how the resort 
operates in 
a sustainable 
manner by 
going on a 
behind-the-
scenes tour 
with the 
resort’s marine 
biologist in 
charge of its 
conservation 
programmes. 

For a taste of traditional island life, 
guests can visit a nearby inhabited 
island for afternoon tea with locals. 

Dusit Thani Maldives is also a 
child-friendly 
resort and the 
ideal place to 
establish ever-
lasting family 
memories. 
The team at 
the kids’ club 
Baan Sanook 
encourage 
young explorers 
to discover 
local culture 
via an exciting 
and stimulating 
kids’ activities 
programme.  

Dusit Thani 
Maldives
P.O. Box 2188, 
Mudhdhoo 
Island, 

Baa Atoll, 
Republic of Maldives 
Tel: +960 660 8888  
Fax: +960 660 9999 
Dusit Central Reservations  
Tel: +66 (0) 2636 3333 
Email: customerservices@dusit.com
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Towards the end of 1999, First 
Lady Hilary Clinton was the guest 
of a New York City high school 
promoting a documentary about 
female sports stars called ‘Dare to 
Compete’. In the audience that day 
were the stars of the film, tennis 
player Billie Jean King and gymnast 
Dominique Dawes, each of whom 
was introduced to the First Lady by 
a striking young high school senior.

“I think she was like the volleyball or 
basketball captain,” Clinton recalled 
in her autobiography Living History. 
“I came up and shook her hand. She 
leaned over to me and she said, 
‘Dare to compete, Mrs Clinton, 
dare to compete.’ And I thought, 
‘Wow’. Her comment caught me 
off guard, so much so that I left the 
event and began to think: Could I be 

afraid to do something I had urged 
countless other women to do?” 
Clinton wrote. “Maybe I should ‘dare 
to compete.’”

The rest, as they say, is history. 
Clinton went on to win the New 
York senate seat, be appointed 
Secretary of State, and is now 
running again as a presidential 
candidate for the Democrats.

But what ever happened to that 
audacious young 17-year old who 
Clinton freely admits was the direct 
catalyst of her move into politics?

Her name was Sofia Totti, now 
Sofia Totti Bernardin, and at 
the time she was captain of the 
basketball team at the NYC Lab 
School for Collaborative Studies. 

Now a 34-year old business owner 
and mother of two, she has been 
living in Paris for the last 10 years 
where she was recently asked by 
BBC News if she concurred with 
Mrs Clinton’s version of accounts 
that day. 

“That’s exactly what happened,” 
Bernardin agrees, adding that 
she recalls more Clinton’s passion 
than her politics. She was aware 
from stories on the news and 
conversations with her parents 
that Clinton was toying with the 
prospect of running for Senate.

In her role as emcee for the day 
Bernardin recalls introducing Billy 
Jean King as ‘a tennis legend’, 
Dominique Dawes as ‘an Olympic 
gymnast’ and, cheekily perhaps, 

WHO
DARES
WINS
In December 1999 a 17-year old schoolgirl by the name of Sofia Totti dared 
Hilary Clinton to follow her own advice and compete. Not as First Lady to 
her husband’s presidential role, but as a politician in her own right.
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Clinton as ‘hopefully a runner’.

Then, as she and Clinton passed 
on the stage, came the moment 
that would change history. “It 
was probably totally out of place 
for me to do that, looking at it 
in hindsight,” she told the BBC 
reporter. “I just told her to go for 
it.” 

So impressed was Clinton by the 
young schoolgirl’s bold advice that 
she sent Bernardin a note after the 
show encouraging her to follow her 
own dreams as well.

In the ensuing 17 years Bernardin 
has certainly done just that, 
daring to compete at every turn. 
After successfully completing her 
school career she went on to 
study international relations at 
Tufts University in Boston, before 
joining Vogue New York’ publishing 
and marketing department. She 
soon rose to prominence and was 
moved to Paris where she handled 
a prestigious portfolio of the 
magazine’s European advertisers.

Her career then took a leap 
forwards when she was introduced 
to the representatives of a luxury 
handbag company who were 

embarking on the launch of 20 new 
outlets in China but who lacked 
relevant experience. At the age 
of just 28 she quit her position at 
Vogue to set up her own agency 
specializing in bringing high end 
European fashion brands to the 
burgeoning Asian market.

“I said, ‘You know what, I believe 
in this and I believe in the future of 
this, so I’m going to do this on my 
own,’” she recounts.

Success led to success for 
Bernardin’s new business and she 
soon gained the trust of travel 
specialists Conde Nast who hired 
her to oversee all their titles in 
China, India and Japan. Having built 
the titles into a multi-million dollar 
portfolio, Bernardin left her own 
agency in 2011 to form another 
company - RESEE - with her 
business partner Sabrina Marshall, 
which sources and resells valuable 
vintage and secondhand designer 
clothing.

Bernardin has kept the adage 
‘dare to compete’ close to mind 
throughout her career as an 
entrepreneur and Mrs Clinton’s 
encouraging words even closer. 
“I carry that with me, with every 

challenge,” she says. “Like when 
you’re sitting in a room in front of 
investors and they say, ‘Where is the 
man in the company?’ and we say, 
‘No, we’re going to do it.’”

Bernardin admits that her 
company’s continuing success in 
the US market means she will likely 
soon be moving back to New York 
to open an American office for 
RESEE, but that in the meantime 
she would be casting her vote in the 
2016 election from overseas. For 
Clinton obviously, should she be a 
nominee. 

Asked whether she feels any 
degree of embarrassment about 
her comments that day in 1999, 
Bernardin professes to have no 
regrets.

“It’s the worst feeling to regret 
not having said something, and it 
was just so genuine, I just couldn’t 
resist,” she told the BBC. “Looking 
back at it now, I would probably say 
it to her again. I definitely would.”

In her role as emcee for the day Bernardin recalls introducing Billy Jean King 

as ‘a tennis legend’, Dominique Dawes as ‘an Olympic gymnast’ and, cheekily 

perhaps, Clinton as ‘hopefully a runner’.
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My top 10 
most beautiful 
Beaches
Travel writer and photographer David Jones presents ‘A Personal 
Journey’ – a selection of 10 of his favourite beaches around the world.

Koh Pi Pi, Thailand 
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Kuta, Indonesia

Also known as ‘Sunset Beach’ – for obvious but highly understandable reasons – I first 
visited Kuta in 1989 on my way to covering the Melbourne cup in Australia and found 
myself in the middle of one of the world’s largest skydiving competitions. Hundreds of 
dangling bodies of various sizes (from a depth of perspective point of view not girth) 
all set against the backdrop of the deepest orange sunset I have ever witnessed. Quite 
simply, unforgettable.

Sitges, Barcelona, Spain 

The idyllic former fishing village of Sitges to the 
south of Barcelona may not have the world’s 
most spectacular beaches in terms of size, but 
they (13 interconnected siblings in total) are 
perhaps the most well served I have ever found, 
with 275 restaurants within walking distance 
and chiringuitos right there on the beach for 
those that can’t face such an arduous hike. Oh, 
and the magnificent Iglesia de San Bartolome 
y Santa Tecla at the end of the main run is 
reputed to be one of the most photographed 
churches in the world. I know I’ve snapped it 
more than a few times.

10 09

Fraser Island, Australia 

The largest sand island in the world at 1,840 
km2, Fraser Island contains some of the 
world’s most stunning beaches. Most notably 
in my opinion the ‘beach within a beach’ to 

the side of lake Wobi, which is essentially a 150m run down a 
challengingly steep sand dune into the inviting embrace of the 
lake below. A giddying run which I have yet to see an ambulant 
human being resist. 

08
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Maya Bay, Koh Pi Pi, Thailand 

The setting for the 2000 film The Beach 
starring a young Leonardo de Caprio, Maya 
Bay on the island of Koh Pi Pi provides the 

sort of backdrops film directors dream of. Its famous ‘back to 
back’ beach can be perfectly observed from the hills behind to 
create what I think of, from a photographer’s point of view, 
as the perfect tropical slither.

07 Ölüdeniz, Fethiye, Turkey  

The term Ölüdeniz translates literally to Dead Sea 
on account of the calmness of the water even 
during the most ferocious storms. But locals refer 
to it as the Blue Lagoon, a name which aptly 
portrays its deep, inviting 
azure colours. An idyllic 
spot improved no end by 
its construction-prohibited 
status as a national park. 06
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Praia da Rocha, Portugal 

A personal favourite, this lively little slice of paradise on Portugal’s Algarve coast. Most 
famous, aside from its obvious beauty, for its internationally renowned beach soccer 
tournament, the Mundialito de Futebol de Praia, which since 2005 has hosted some 
of the world’s best national teams.

Navagio, Zakynthos, Greece 

Located on the north-west shore of Zakynthos 
in the Municipality of Elation, Navagio beach 
sits resplendent in a nest of sheer limestone 
cliffs, its squeaky white sand beaches and crystal 
clear waters a draw for thousands of tourists 
every year, despite only being accessible by 
boat. 

05 04

Bondi, Sydney, Australia.  

Quite simply, Australia’s most famous beach. 
Located in the Sydney suburb of the same 
name, Bondi is a perfect city playground, 
popular with after work surfers and tourists 

alike. It isn’t the country’s most spectacular beach – the likes of 
Cape Tribulation and Cairns would probably take that title – but 
the juxtaposition of an ancient beach in a modern urban setting 
has always captivated me. 

03
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Wells Next The Sea, Norfolk, UK 
A very personal choice this one, Wells beach in north 
Norfolk, so different from most people’s idea of a beautiful 
beach. Sand-filled crosswinds that take the top layer of your 
skin off and a sea so cold you need a wetsuit for 11 months 

of the year. But what character, what light, what depth. And how many 
photographers do you know who’d be able to resist those fantastically colourful 
little beach huts. So English it almost hurts.

02

Ha Long Bay, Vietnam  

There has to be a winner and what 
a worthy one this is. I once spent 2 
weeks camped alongside this beach 
and I can honestly say that every day 

brought a different view, no mean feat for a beach. 
Clear blue waters, silky beaches, views unencumbered 
by buildings, and sunrises to die for. As they would say 
in America, it simply ticks all the boxes.

01
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When the Oscar nominations were 

announced earlier this year, with no black 

nominees for the second year running, it 

unleashed a backlash across the industry, 

raising the issue of diversity not only within 

Hollywood, but across America.

As the world’s first black supermodel and 

founder of Iman Cosmetics, Iman Bowie is no 

stranger to this debate. As one of the world’s 

most recognisable and influential people in the 

fashion industry, she is a passionate advocate 

against discrimination, having once been 

described by an editor as looking like “a white 

woman dipped in chocolate”

PROFILE

s_bukley / Shutterstock.com

As the world still mourns the tragic death earlier this year of the rock legend 

David Bowie, we take a look at the life of the incredible woman who stood 

beside him through thick and thin, his wife Iman, an inspiration to us all.
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what’s going to happen if you don’t 
ask? My mother taught me that.”

Despite Iman speaking multiple 
languages and never having been 
near a jungle, once back in New 
York, Beard described her as a 
“mystical being” he had discovered 
somewhere deep in the jungle of 
Africa. It generated a media storm 
and upon her arrival to the US, Iman 
was propelled into a dazzling new 
life. 

Living the dream of a successful 
fashion model, she went on to 
dominate the runways and be 
embraced by fashion’s elite including 
Yves Saint-Laurent, Versace, Calvin 
Klein and Donna Karen. With this 
success, Iman found herself with 

more money than she could have 
ever imagined.

“You earn an extraordinary amount 
of money for doing almost nothing, 
at a very young age,” she told the 
Washington Post. “I’d spend all 
this money to take the Concorde 
to Paris for a party and then come 
back. And I didn’t do it just once. 
[Modelling] doesn’t prepare a young 
girl for the future.”

In 1989, after divorcing her first 
husband, basketball player Spencer 
Haywood, with whom she has 
a daughter, she suddenly quit 
modelling and moved from New 
York to LA. Friends introduced her 
to David Bowie and in a matter of 
months they were married, a loving 

union that would stand the test of 
time until David’s tragic death from 
a private eighteen-month battle 
with cancer earlier this year. Their 
daughter Alexandria Zahra was born 
in 2000.

While these days the beauty 
industry has more to offer women 
from varied ethnic backgrounds, 
back in 1975 it was a very different 
story.

“My first photo shoot in 1975 
was for Vogue,” Iman recalled. 
“The make-up artist asked me a 
perplexing question. ‘Did you bring 
your own foundation?’ “He didn’t 
ask the only other model in the 
make-up room, who was Caucasian, 
but directed the question at me.”

Iman had little choice but to comb 
the make-up counters, often forced 
to buy several different foundations 
and powders to mix together to 
create a suitable shade for her 
skin tone. This personal experience 
inspired Iman Cosmetics, a range 
of make-up and skincare products 
primarily aimed at African American, 
Latina, Asian and other multi-
cultural skin tones.

Launched in 1994, the products 
were designed to fill a void in the 
market for “women with skin of 
colour”, a clever marketing tagline 
that refers to skin tone, without 
making any reference to cultural 
differences. The beauty line is 
affordable, sold in mass-market 

retailers such as Walmart and J.C 
Penny Stores across the US, and 
since its inauguration has become a 
global hit, making $12 million in its 
first year alone. In 2014 it had an 
estimated annual turnover of $25 
million.

Iman is well known for her 
charity work helping those less 
fortunate. Her philanthropic work 
includes supporting the Hawa 
Abdi Foundation, an organisation 
that brings basic human rights to 
Somalia; the Keep a Child Alive 
foundation, which provides life-
saving treatment and care to 
families with HIV/AIDs in Africa; 
Break the Cycle, an organisation 
that works with victims of child 
abuse; and Raise Hope for Congo, 

a charity that gives protection 
and empowerment to Congolese 
women. 

She is also a life long campaigner, 
alongside Naomi Campbell and 
Bethan Hardion, for diversity 
among models, tackling racism in 
the industry. While her arrival on 
the fashion scene in the ’70s was a 
revolutionary moment for diversity, 
her influence is still felt to this 
day as she continues to name and 
shame brands that don’t regularly 
use black models on the catwalk, 
giving a voice to a new generation 
who surprisingly still face many of 
the same challenges to achieve 
mainstream notoriety.

“She didn’t even realise it was 
insulting!” Iman Bowie told The 
Observer magazine. “I said: “Don’t 
take credit for it. I don’t have a 
white drop in me” ”.

When Iman started modelling 
she was exposed first hand to 
the limitations women of ethnic 
minority backgrounds were 
experiencing within the industry, 
such as different rate cards for 
white and black models.

“I didn’t even understand it,” 
Iman recalled years later, when 
interviewed by The Guardian 
newspaper. “People called me ‘Iman 
the black model’. In my country 
we’re all black so nobody called 
somebody else black. It was foreign 
to my ears.”

Born Zara Mohamed Abdulmajid in 
Somalia’s capital, Mogadishu, and 
renamed Iman (which translates 
from Arabic as “faith”), her father 
was a diplomat and the former 
Somalian ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia. She was well-educated, sent 
to boarding school in Egypt at the 
age of four, and now speaks five 
languages: Somali, Arabic, English, 
French and Italian. 

During Somalia’s fight for 
independence, her parents, who 
themselves were activists, felt it 
would be too dangerous to remain 
in Somalia. They fled with their 
family crossing the border into 
Kenya on foot. Overnight, Iman 
went from being a diplomat’s 
daughter to a refugee, relying on 

NGOs to help find her a job and a 
place to continue her studies.

Quite by chance, while Iman was 
working and studying political 
science in Nairobi, an eagle-eyed 
American photographer, Peter 
Beard, spotted her walking down 
the street. He approached her and 
asked her how much it would cost 
to photograph her.

“$8,000,” she declared - the total 
amount it would cost to put her 
through university. 

To her surprise, he agreed.

“Well, what could have happened?” 
she said, remembering this fateful 
meeting in an interview years later. 
“He could have said no. I mean, 
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“People called me ‘Iman the black model’. In my country we’re 

all black so nobody called somebody else black.

Living the dream of a successful fashion model, she went on to 

dominate the runways and be embraced by fashion’s elite including 

Yves Saint-Laurent, Versace, Calvin Klein and Donna Karen.

Everett Collection / Shutterstock.com
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Featured Photographer

Carl
Warner

Fishscape
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Born in Liverpool, England, in 1963, Carl now lives in Kent 

and works from his London-based studio near to London 

Bridge’s colourful food emporium, Borough Market. 

Having worked as a photographer in the advertising 

business for 25 years, Carl stumbled upon the idea of 

making landscapes out of food just over ten years ago. 

These Foodscapes have now brought him worldwide 

acclaim for their very unique and individual art form. 

This has led not only to many commissions from 

international clients such as Nestle, Unilever and General 

Mills, but also to a publishing deal with Abrams Books, 

which saw the launch of his first book, Carl Warner’s Food 

Landscapes, in November 2010.

His work has been used in children’s hospitals, childhood 

obesity clinics, by nutritionists, and for many other good 

causes to promote better eating habits in both children 

and adults.

Salami River

Bread and Cheese
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Carl is now completing his second book, A World of Food, 

which will be for children and will feature poems that are 

also written by Carl. Simultaneously, he is now starting to 

exhibit his work around the world to audiences both young 

and old, who enjoy the pleasant deception of his imagery 

and the escape to his gastronomic paradise.

Crockerville

Raspberry River
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D
ick Frizzell

Featured Artist

1979 - Good Luck Angel
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Controversy and Commercialism.

Dick Frizzell is a New Zealand-based artist who lives and works in Auckland. He is one of New 
Zealand’s most well known artists, although he has often slipped through the nets of traditional critical 
and curatorial definition. The success of his artistic career is, in part, due to the number of dramatic 
diversions he has made between different art styles and genres. 

Before moving into visual arts, Frizzell worked in advertising. He has worked as an animator, 
commercial artist and illustrator and has no qualms about blurring the boundaries between his 
commercial work and art. His paintings are often a pastiche of images drawing on modern art and 
graphic design. 

Freighter In Heavy Sea

2008 - Red Haring Tumbling Goat

Queueing Men
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His work has always been characterised by a highly 
skilled handling of paint and an endlessly inventive 
range of subject matter and styles: faux-naïve 
New Zealand landscapes, figurative still-life, comic 
book characters and witty parodies of modernist 
abstraction. His taste is conveniently broad and he has 
a penchant for fondly remembered and well-worn 
clichés. His work also portrays a sense of exuberance, 
ironic humour and baby-boomer nostalgia. An anti-
traditionalist, Frizzell often makes a deliberate effort 
to mix up the categories of high and low art – poking 
fun at the intellectualisation of ‘high art’ and the 
existential angst found in much of New Zealand’s 
contemporary art culture.

Frizzell has emerged as an icon in New 
Zealand’s visual culture, and fittingly he was 
commissioned to create some of the official 
2011 Rugby World Cup artwork. His series of 
images capture New Zealand’s unique culture 
and rugby’s place within it. Ranging from his 
infamous Tiki (which courted such controversy 
when unveiled in the 1990s in the midst 
of a national debate about biculturalism) to 
a nostalgic image of half-time oranges for 
sustenance, bootlaces in the shape of New 
Zealand and an animated strip of the haka, 
these works are all quintessentially Frizzellean. 

Although primarily a painter, Frizzell also 
produces an extensive range of work on paper, 
that includes lithographs and screen prints.

Courtesy of Kirsten Fitzsimons
Gow Langsford Gallery
www.gowlangsfordgallery.com

2014 - Pacific Crown

Startled Stag

2013 - Old Mill Garnet Road
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MEMORABLE
AMARTERRA VILLAS BALI NUSA DUA
MEMORABLE
AMARTERRA VILLAS BALI NUSA DUA

BTDC NUSA DUA BALI 80363, INDONESIA
Tel: +62 (0) 361 776 400
Fax: +62 (0) 361 776 300
E-mail: info@amarterravilla.com  

Amarterra Villas Bali Nusa Dua - MGallery by Sofitel is a luxurious all-type villa type 
accommodation that adopts the concept of Balinese local wisdom. Set in idyllic 
Nusa Dua and private area at BTDC, Amarterra Villas Bali Nusa Dua provides easy 
access to Bali’s main convention centre, water sports, the most famous golf course, 
walking distance to Bali Collection – shopping centre and just a stone’s throw away 
from the sublime white sand beaches of Nusa Dua. This exclusive villa resort 
combines lavish facilities and amenities, with traditional Balinese elements set 
among lush, landscaped gardens.

2015

amarterravilla.com
mgallery.com
accorhotels.com

A COLLECTION OF MEMORABLE HOTELS, BY SOFITEL: EUROPE - AFRICA - MIDDLE EAST - CARIBBEAN - ASIA PACIFIC

JOIN OUR GLOBAL LOYALTY PROGRAM
AT ACCORHOTELS.COM


